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From The Desk of Rev. Beth 
 

This month, I’d like to share with you part of a reflection written 
by one of my colleagues, Caela Simmons Wood. 
 
“Last month, over 5 million people shared in a worldwide dialogue 
via social media centered on two words: “me, too.” Hundreds of 
thousands of survivors of sexual harassment and assault shared 
their stories or simply said, “me, too” - as in, “Yes. Me, too. I have 
also been sexually harassed or assaulted.” Activist Tarana Burke 
began this movement over a decade ago after discovering herself 
how powerful it can be for survivors of sexual violence to know 
they are not alone. 
 
We know that survivors fill our pews each Sunday. We know their 
stories are heard and held by God. We must also remember that 
our communities of faith are not places that are exempt from the 

perpetration of sexual violence. “Churches, too” are places where people of all genders and ages are sexually 
harassed and assaulted. Perhaps this comes as a surprise to you or perhaps you are a person who has 
experienced unwanted comments or touch in a church setting. I can tell you that, as a clergywoman, I have 
heard too many stories from my clergy sisters who have been sexually assaulted or harassed at work. I have 
also held space for church members who have been abused by pastors or other church members. The Church is, 
sadly, not always safe for everyone. 
 
There are things we can all continue to do to help ensure our particular congregation is a place where people 
are respected and honored as full and complete human beings, created in God’s image. We can make ourselves 
particularly aware of power differentials. We can watch one another’s body language and listen to each 
other’s words when spending time together. We can be good listeners, providing a supportive ear when others 
might need to share that they have experienced abuse here or elsewhere.” 
 
We can also exercise special care with children and young people, making sure we do everything possible to 
help them learn that they are in charge of their bodies. I always love it when I hear a child say, “I don’t want a 
hug right now” because I know this means someone has helped them learn that consent matters. I love when 
a teacher says to the children at the end of the class, “Have a great day! Would you like to share a hug, 
handshake, or high five?” Did you know our church has a policy for those who work with our children and 
youth? An adult should not be alone with any child and all adults have completed a background check. (You 
can learn more about our policies by speaking with a member of CE or our Superintendent of the Sunday 
School.) 
 
I am thankful for all the ways I have seen the people of this congregation treat one another with dignity and 
respect. I hope you also know that if you ever feel uneasy about something that you or someone else 
experiences in our congregation, you should come and speak to me or another trusted congregational leader.  
 
Let’s continue to work together to ensure that CSCC is a place where all people feel safe in their own bodies 
and know they are respected as those made in God’s image. 
 
In Christ, 
Rev. Beth 



From the Board of Deacons 
 

This year, the Board of Deacons is exploring a new model of Parish Care.  Each member of the 
congregation will have an assigned Deacon that they can call or email if they need support, a 
meal, a prayer, or a visit.  Each Deacon is listed below with their contact information and the 
members they serve: 
 

Darlene Brown   darlingsb@verizon.net  508-822-6743 
Abboud, Alley, Bagas, Bailey, Barnsley, Basler, Beaudrault-Jacobs, Berard, Blanchard, Boudreau, Brailsford, 
Buckland, Bundock, Burke, Burr, Cannizzo 
 

Gloria Weinrebe  gjweinrebe@yahoo.com  508-697-9019 

Chaffee, Chandler, Compton, Crawford, Daiker-Howe, Damon, Doniger, Erickson, Fisher, Glass, Golob, Hall, 
Hamel, Hanson, Henriksen, Huether, Hogg, Holmes, Hoyt, Jackson 
 

Anne Malmquist  amalmquist@comcast.net 508-587-8038 

Jacobs, Joseph, Judge, Kelso, Knight, Kruja, Kuipers, Labonte, Langevin-Gaudett, Lawson, Lindsey, Lyons, 
MacIntosh, Maclay, Masiello, Maxfield, McDermott, McNamara, Melcher 
 

Denise Molinari  denmol@comcast.net  508-279-6322 

Mitchell, Morey, Mosher, Munzing, O’Connell, O’Neil, Payne, Pietras, Pino, Reynolds, Rucker, Russo, Sances, 
Savignano, Schuller, Shamitz, Sharland 
 

Deb Sorgman  debsorgman@gmail.com  508-946-4955 
Shave, Sheibley, Struzik, Sullivan, Terpeny, Thompson, Tobey, Turner, Walden-Stotts, Walker, Wallace, 
Webber, Weinrebe, Wershing, Wielhower, Winter, Wright, Zahr   

_____________________________________________________ 
From the Board of Stewardship 

 

 
 

The Stewardship Committee will be hosting a breakfast meeting on Nov 5th at 9:00 am to present a brief 
history on the Congregational church in New England. The Stewardship Committee feel that since we ask the 
congregation to pledge and provide support to the church, it makes sense that some of you may not know the 
origins of the church and what the polity of our denomination is. We are hopeful that this meeting will be 
informative, and perhaps lead to additional breakfast meetings to expand on any ideas or questions the 
congregation has. Please grab some breakfast and join us in a separate area of the Fellowship Hall! 

 

mailto:gjweinrebe@yahoo.com
mailto:debsorgman@gmail.com


From the Board of Trustees 
 

Tropical Storm Jose, a four day event here in New England gusts to 40 mph, brought down the 
upper north side of our majestic but ancient maple tree on the church lawn.  Part of it fell onto 
town property (the side walk), so the town forestry department cut it up into large pieces and 
left it on the lawn.  Our thanks to Bruce Maclay and David Hanson for hauling the material 
away after it was further cut up. 
 
The tree now needs the help of a registered arborist to advise us on it’s ongoing health and 
how to repair the damage.  Does anyone know such a person? 

____________________________________ 
 

News from Outreach 
 

There are many lessons adults can learn from kids. Something I’ve noticed lately is that kids 
know reaching out to others can be very easy. When one student offers another a pencil, help 
on a math problem, or a seat at the lunch table, these simple acts can make a huge difference 
to the recipient. Kids offer these kindnesses without even thinking. My students challenge me 
be on the lookout for small daily ways to provide help or just make someone’s day better, 
whether it is by holding a door, buying someone a cup of coffee, sending someone that 
hilarious Facebook post, or just taking the time to listen. 
 
Jasvir MacIntosh 

____________________________________ 
 
Thank you to our November Sunday service Greeters! 
 

Nov 5 : Maggie & Abigail & Rebecca 
Nov 12 : Sherley Phillips & Nancy Winter 
Nov 19 : Mike Bundock 
Nov 26 : Mindi & Cam Shave 
 

Thank you to our November Sunday service Acolytes!  
 

Nov 5 : Abigail and Rebecca 
Nov 12 : Maggie & Jae 
Nov 19 : Matt & Jae 
Nov 26 : Franco & Dave 
 
 



News from Growth 
 
 

 
The Living Nativity is Coming to Christmas on the Common!   
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
  
This year, we're holding our annual Living Nativity during the Bridgewater Christmas on the 
Common festival on December 3rd, right after church! 
  
There will be vendors set up all over Central Square, including inside our very own Fellowship 
Hall, which means we have a huge audience coming and going that afternoon. This is a great 
opportunity for our church to connect with the community, and we need your help! 
  
ALL AGES WELCOME! We need volunteers to dress up in costumes to help us create the 
nativity scene, volunteers to help those getting in and out of costumes, and volunteers to help 
us hand out church flyers and candy canes. 
  
We need plenty of volunteers each hour between 12:00 - 3:00 so we can take turns being out 
in the cold if it's chilly that day! 
  
Please help us plan by signing up for a time you can help! (direct 
link: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c054daeae2aa7f94-living ) 
Contact Sara Terpeny (saraterp@gmail.com) with any questions! 

  

 

 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c054daeae2aa7f94-living
mailto:saraterp@gmail.com


Women’s Guild & Fellowship 
Come Join Us!  

 
The Women's Guild and Fellowship will hold its next meeting on November 1st at 6:30 in the 
Fellowhship Hall.  We are pleased to announce that Liisa Budge-Johnson will be our guest speaker.  
Liisa is from the Plymouth County Sheriff's Department and is a very entertaining and informative 
speaker.  Her topic will be "The Elephant Sanctuary". 
 
Some of the agenda items for the meeting include a wrap up of the very successful Fall Rummage 
Sale, information about the Christmas boxes for our troops overseas, and Father Bills Main Spring 
Home.   
 
Coming in December - Our annual Christmas Communion Service with Rev. Beth! 
 
All women are welcome.  Come check us out! 
 
Co-Presidents 
Gail Wright 508-697-7159 
Lynn Pietras 508-824-0855 

____________________________________ 
 

Christmas Boxes for Our Troops 
 

The Women's Guild and Fellowship is once again collecting items for our troops who are stationed 
overseas at Christmas.  If you would like to contribute to this project, there will be a box in the entry 
hall where donations will be collected.  Below is a list of the most requested items.  Also, if you would 
like to send along a holiday greeting, you may drop those off in the box as well.  Thoughts and prayers 
and notes from home are very appreciated all year long, but most especially during the holidays. 
 
Candy/gum, Shampoo, Deodorant, Hand cream, Tooth brushes and paste, Kleenex packets, Sport 
items, Laundry pods, Beef Jerky, T-shirts (L-XL), Wash cloths, Mouth Wash, Handi wipes, Cocoa, 
Batteries (AA-AAA), Pillow cases, Coffee creamers/flavors, Tea, Oatmeal packets, Hand Sanitizer, 
Dental Floss (not the string kind), Pens/stickies/markers, Dryer Sheets (good as air fresheners), AYR 
nasal spray, Ramen Noodles, Band-aids (children's fun type), Hats (blue/black) (wear under helmets), 
Lip Balm, Eye glass cleaner, Hand/Foot Warmers, Health Bars, Coffee (regular) and K-cups (regular). 

 



 
 

Women’s Guild & Fellowship 
Rummage Sale & Soup’s On Luncheon 

 

The Fall Rummage Sale & Soup’s On Luncheon was a big success!  The Women’s Guild & Fellowship combined 
hard work and fellowship and raised just under $2500, which allows us to continue with our community 
outreach.  But we did not do it alone.  Several people helped us along the way.  Thanks to all of you who 
donated your rummage.  Without rummage there would have been no sale.  Thank you to the gentlemen who 
helped us set up the tables on Tuesday evening and those who helped us take them down Saturday afternoon.  
Thank you to the Mission Youth and High School Community Service Volunteers, and the friends and family of 
members, who worked side by side with our members on Saturday.  Thanks to Ellen, our church’s 
Administrative Assistant, who helped us with some of our administrative details.  And a special thank you to 
our interim sexton, Russ Barr, who helped us set up on Tuesday and was present all day Saturday, along with 
his son Eddie, during the sale and cleanup.  Russ was still cleaning floors and putting tables in place long after 
we had finished for the day.  Great job Russ.  Thanks again to all for sharing your time, talents, and rummage.  
And don’t forget to mark your calendars for our Spring Sale on April 28, 2018! 
 
Rummage Sale Committee: Sandra Alley, Annie Blanchard, Connie Chandler, Lynn Pietras, Terry Reynolds, Gail 
Wright 

____________________________________ 
From the Minister of Music 

 

The past month has been a busy one for the music programs at our church.  Our adult choir had a very 
successful retreat, at which we rehearsed a wide variety of music and had a delicious potluck lunch. 
Our children's choir has performed twice so far this year, once alone and once as part of our adult choir 
anthem.  We are looking forward to a beautiful Reformation Sunday service full of music! 
 
One highlight of this month was our trip to the MACUCC's Super Saturday, at which the participants were able 
to attend different workshops to discuss various topics related to our church.  I attended a morning workshop 
on making music, which emphasized the importance of making music inclusive, improvisatory, and uplifting.  
Then I attended an afternoon workshop on planning services that are intimate, invitational, purposeful, and 
embodied.  I am including a picture of our notes from that workshop. 
 
Our "Score Club" will take place after our service on Sunday, November 12th.  The office will be distributing 
copies of the score to those who are interested in participating, so please let us know!  You are welcome to 
join us, whether or not you have experience studying music! 

 



News from Christian Education 
 

 
 

The Lagom Life 
 
Lagom (pronounced law-ghum) life.  It is the concept of living a balanced, harmonious, 
sufficient and beautiful life with consideration for others.  It is about doing things simply and 
practically.  I have begun reading The Lagom Life: A Swedish Way of Living by Elisabeth 
Carlsson.  It explains that Lagom generates contentedness, having enough and not feeling 
deprived.  It’s a way of life often found in Scandinavian families believing that folks should 
strive for the right amount of stuff and being happy with what you have.  This content lifestyle 
is also found throughout the bible.  1st Timothy 6: 7-8, “For we brought nothing into the world, 
and we cannot take anything out of the world.  But if we have food and clothing, with these 
we will be content.”  
 
The Lagom Life: A Swedish Way of Living also suggests that one of “the main attributes of a 
meaningful life is connecting and contributing to something other than yourself.  It could be 
your family, your work, volunteering in the community, following outdoor pursuits, or 
religion.”  And for me, it’s my connection to Central Square Congregational Church. 
 
I love the concept of the Lagom life.   Regardless of my hectic schedule and responsibilities this 
month, I will remind myself to be mindful of the small things that can bring joy and balance to 
my life.  I will remind myself that a sufficient and harmonious life is about finding 
meaningfulness in all of God’s gifts already in our lives.  I encourage everyone to learn about 
the Lagom life too! 
 
Krissy Cannizzo  
Superintendent of Sunday School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 

CSCC Annual Fair 

Friday, Nov 10, 6:30pm-8:30pm  Saturday, 

Nov 11, 9:00am-2:00pm 

Turkey supper: 5pm, 6:30pm, or takeout 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS, AND TELL 

         YOUR FRIENDS! 
 

All of your favorites will be there: Pie! (Friday evening pie & coffee)  *  The cookie walk (how many different 

cookies can you fit in your tin?) and other baked goods  *  Homemade candy and goodies  *  Hand-made gift 

items  *  Christmas items  *  Jewelry  *  Attic treasures rummage  *  Silent auction gift baskets  *  Beth Basler’s 

amazing luncheon soups and meatballs  *  WALKING TACOS!  *  Hanson Farm harvest table  *  Turkey 

supper, to eat in or take out. 

 

“How can I help?” If you’d like to lend a hand, bake some cookies, cook a turkey, make an apple crisp, 

serve some pie, or if you just have questions, feel free to contact any of our fair chairs. If everybody did just one 

thing, BOY!, would it be a fair to remember. And we thank you in advance for your time and talent. 

 

Another important way you can help: bring your friends! And post it on Facebook! Invite your 

neighbors! Tell them about the food items and they won’t be able to resist… The cookie walk? Chef Basler’s 

fabulous soups? A turkey supper with generous portions? Walking tacos??? 
 

 

Contact one of the Fair Chairs with questions: 

Carla Jackson, 508-279-3375, carlafivejacs@gmail.com 

Denise Molinari, 508-279-6322, denmol@comcast.net  

Deb Rucker, 508-279-0772, motherucker40@gmail.com 

Diane Sheibley, 508-697-7262, diane@sheibley.net  

 

We’ll be taking turkey supper reservations during coffee hours – look for us, email Diane Sheibley at 

diane@sheibley.net, or contact the church office at 508-697-6016. Seating is limited, so make your 

reservations sooner rather than later. Reservations required for eat-in or takeout. 
 

Remember… November 10 & 11! See you there! 
 

And… TELL YOUR FRIENDS! 
  

Please also note: we encourage anyone coming to the fair to bring one nonperishable 

food item to contribute to the Bridgewater Food Pantry if they are able. Spread the word! 

mailto:carlafivejacs@gmail.com
mailto:denmol@comcast.net
mailto:motherucker40@gmail.com
mailto:diane@sheibley.net
mailto:diane@sheibley.net


 
 

RESERVATIONS for the Turkey Suppers on Saturday, November 11 are now being accepted! 
Home cooked turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, veggie, cranberry sauce, apple crisp, and a beverage. YUM! 

 
Email office@csccucc.com or call during office hours (508-697-6016) with the following information to reserve 
your spot now: 
* Name 
* Number in your party 
* choice of seating (5pm or 6:30pm) or takeout (pickup between 5:30-6) 
* phone number 
 
Space is limited so be sure to reserve your spot early! 
 
Prices: Adult=$12; Senior/Student=$8; Child under 12=$6; Family (up to two adults and the children that live 
with them)=$35 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ATTENTION: BR STUDENTS - COMMUNITY SERVICE OPPORTUNITY! 
FAIR AT CENTRAL SQUARE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

LOOKING FOR STUDENT VOLUNTEERS 
 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11 (9AM-9PM) 
4-HOUR OR MORE BLOCKS OF TIME AVAILABLE 

UP TO 12 HOURS OF COMMUNITY SERVICE TIME POSSIBLE 
 

The fair at Central Square Congregational Church is held once a year, in November, and is a fundraiser for our 
operating fund. Our operating fund helps to pay expenses such as heat, electricity, and staff to keep the 
building open. Our building is home to girl scouts, boy scouts, twelve-step support groups, community music 
groups, the Bridgewater Food Pantry, and more. The event itself is not at all religious in nature. Students 
would be helping to prep food for our lunch and/or turkey supper, serve food at lunch and/or supper, help set 
up tables and chairs, help clean up, and other needed services during the fair. 
 
You may work all 12 hours (lunch and dinner will be provided), or any of the following shifts: 9-1, 11-3, 4-9  
 
Contact Diane Sheibley at diane@sheibley.net or 508-207-2524 (call or text) 

 

mailto:office@csccucc.com
mailto:diane@sheibley.net


Church Fair Needs 
 

Bakers Needed! 
Our church Fair is fast approaching on November 10th and 11th! We are in need of baked goods. Please 
consider making a pie, cookies or bread. We need a variety of pies and cookies for pie night and the cookie 
walk. All baked goods are welcome! Please label all baked goods and drop them at the church anytime on 
Friday November 10th before 6:30pm. (Cookies should be two dozen or more in a Ziploc bag) Please contact 
Darlene Brown at 508-822-9743 or darlingsb@verizon.net and let her know what you can make. We need 
your help to make the fair a success, and thank you in advance for any and all help! 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Candy Needed! 
The Fair is always an exciting time in the life of our church. Again this year we will be having The Candy Table 
with all its tempting treats, both familiar and new! Please be sure to stop by, see our amazing display of candy, 
have a sample and purchase some delectable delights! Because the ingredients necessary for our confections 
are costly, we rely on all of you to assist us in our endeavor: cash donations help us the most and we never 
turn down offers of fudge or candy made by you. Please contact Debbie Golob @ 508 947-2798 or Ruthie 
LaBonte @ 508 697-7122 to let us know if you will be able to help. Anyone with leftover Halloween candy 
may bring it to our table on Friday, November 10th or Saturday, November 11th. We greatly appreciate any 
and all assistance. Thank you so much!  Debbie and Ruthie 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Attic Treasures! 
The Church Fair is coming! We need donations for the Attic Treasures Table. We are currently seeking: dishes, 
pots and pans, candles, toys (in good condition), Thanksgiving & Christmas items, note paper. We will take 
Children’s clothes – especially teens. Someone will be upstairs on Thursday, November 9th at 6:00 PM where 
the children have Sunday School to accept donations. Please no electronics! (Like computers or TVs). If anyone 
wants to assist at the table during the Fair, please call Bev Mitchell at 508-697-2949. Thank You! 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Gift Baskets Needed! 
The annual fair is coming up, and we are in urgent need of gift baskets, gift cards, and items for the silent 
auction/raffle. In the past, we have often asked each board and committee to contribute a basket. This year, 
we want to get away from imposing the financial burden on these people who already give so much of their 
time, talent, and treasure, but we would love it if the members of the boards and committees, as well as all 
church members, would approach the local stores, services, and repairmen that they have contact with to 
make a donation. If everybody got one donation – large or small – imagine what our basket table would look 
like! But just to clarify, if a board or committee would LIKE to organize a basket, of either purchased items, or 
perhaps smaller donated items or handmade (or home cooked) items, we would welcome that with open 
arms as well.  As you know, the fair is one of our biggest fundraisers of the year, and is a crucial part of our 
revenue budget, helping us to pay for our basic operating expenses and personnel, so that we can continue to 
host events and gatherings of our own, as well as keep making our physical property an integral part of our 
community outreach. Thanks for your help. Feel free to contact us with any questions. A donation letter and 
item donation form are located on the church Facebook page if you need more info. 
 
CSCC Fair Committee: 
Carla Jackson, 508-279-3375, carlafivejacs@gmail.com, Denise Molinari, 508-279-6322, denmol@comcast.net  
Deb Rucker, 508-279-0772, motherucker40@gmail.com, Diane Sheibley, 508-697-7262, diane@sheibley.net  
 

mailto:darlingsb@verizon.net
mailto:carlafivejacs@gmail.com
mailto:denmol@comcast.net
mailto:motherucker40@gmail.com
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Classifieds 
 

 
 

 
Help Wanted! Home Health-Aide Opportunity! 

Jean Tobey is in need of a Home Health-Aide. Day and Evening Hours will be available. 
For more information or to apply, please contact James Tobey at 508-697-1015. 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Safety Assurance for Independent Living 

(Brought to you by the Plymouth County Sheriff’s Department) 
Security, Independence, and Peace of Mind with just a FREE phone call! 

Call 800-622-4300 for more information and/or to sign up! 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Do you have a service or a job opportunity that you’d like to offer to the congregation? 

Submit your classified ad by emailing office@csccucc.com! 
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Central Square CC now takes PayPal! 

 
CSCC is now able to accept online donations! (Both general donations and donations for the Bridgewater Food 
Pantry). At the top of our website homepage (www.csccucc.org), there are two buttons, one for each category 
of donation. Feel free to let your friends, neighbors, and social media networks with the ability to support our 
work and the work of the food pantry. 

 
 
 

NNoovveemmbbeerr  CCaalleennddaarr 

http://www.csccucc.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Square Congregational Church 

United Church of Christ 

71 Central Square 

Bridgewater, MA  02324 

 

Church Administration 

Pastor: Rev. Elizabeth Walden Stotts – csccpastor@hotmail.com 

Congregational Administrator: Ellen Atherton –  office@csccucc.com 

Sexton: Rich Sullivan 

Minister of Music: Julia Scott Carey 

Superintendent of Sunday School:  

Krissy Cannizzo maximus202@comcast.net 

Treasurer: Larry Brown   treasurer@csccucc.com 

Office telephone:  (508) 697-6016 

Website:  www.csccucc.org 
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