Central Square Congregational Church, United Church of Christ

Steeple Sounds
July 2020

We are a Christian community of people who are reaching out to our neighbors, at home and abroad,
sharing our faith and our resources.
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From the Desk of Rev. Beth
Rev. Elizabeth Stotts, Pastor

No matter who you are, you will experience a heavy burden and weary soul. Whether it’s a financial burden, racial or
religious oppression, failing health or a chronically ailing body, or all of the above at the same time, each of us experiences
hardship. It is precisely in the midst of our weariness that Jesus offers us his yoke—the opportunity to be tethered to him.

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for | am gentle and humble
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light.” (Matthew 11:28-30)

When we rest in Jesus, in the Love that is Jesus, we don’t have to protect our
reputation as a “good person” or pretend to have our act together. True rest births
humility and a posture of openness, growth, and grace. In resting, we discover the
truth —that no matter what we’ve done in our lives, we are worthy of God’s abundant
love and grace.

For me, Sabbath-like rest means centering myself and operating out of the sense
that | am loved, that | am good enough, and that | am not alone. It is confidence in
God’s love and protection and guidance. This type of security cannot be conjured up
or manufactured by any action | take. It is a gift—a gift that | many times have to be
reminded that | possess, but a gift nonetheless.

Friends, | am looking forward to my month of Sabbatical so that | can experience
holy rest and connection with God, so that | can return to CSCC fully connected and
refreshed and ready to serve. My prayer for you is that you continue to find meaningful
ways to connect with Jesus, with the Love that is in you, the Love that you are called
to care for, tend to, and share with the world. Lend Jesus your burdens. Let him carry things for a while.

In Christ’s Love,

v, Beth
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. As we've been talking about for the past few months,

b b t I Rev. Beth is on sabbatical for the month of July for a time of
Sa a | Ca renewal and reflection. We are pleased to have Rev. Jim
Conley back again this summer, to conduct our Sunday
streaming worship services. He will also be available (on a
limited basis) for pastoral care. Contact the church office if

you need to get in touch with Rev. Jim, during the month of
July.

rest | refresn | refocus

Central Square Congregational Church, UCC, of Bridgewater, Massachusetts is an open and affirming
church. No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
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Building closure extended until September 1

Updated May 20, 2020

As this pandemic continues to affect our community and our world, and with the
least among us particularly in mind, the Central Square Congregational Church
building, at the recommendation of the Southern New England Conference, the
CSCC Board of Deacons, and the CSCC Cabinet, has extended its closure until at

least September 1.

ONLINE WORSHIP

¢ We will continue to worship online for the forseeable future.

¢ Use the link on the homepage of www.csccucc.org to access Sunday worship. Click on the COVID-19 update link to
access the YouTube link for past services.

¢ Sunday Worship will be livestreamed from the Sanctuary at 10 a.m. Only the Pastor, the Minister of Music, and the
Director of Video Evangelism will be allowed in the building.

ONLINE PRAYER FOR ALL AGES

Please know that our midweek Facebook devotional time is on hiatus for the month of July as Rev. Beth is on her
sabbatical. Look for them to return in August, on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.

BUILDING USERS

¢ Most building users are still prohibited from using the building. The Bridgewater Food Pantry, with procedures put
in place to protect its visitors and staff, is an exception and will continue to provide food to our community in need. We are
also working with the addiction support groups to possibly begin meeting again in our building. Their requirements would
be specific and strictly enforced. They would include things like social distancing, the wearing of masks, prohibition from
using the kitchen and from using tables, and using only one of the bathrooms. Proper sanitizing would be done between
each group meeting.

¢ Even if you have a key to the building, please do not enter the building during this time. Each one of us that enters
is a potential carrier, even if we're not feeling sick. If you are tempted to say, "well, I'm sure that doesn't mean me.",
IT DOES. If you have any questions or think that you should enter the building for any reason, call the church office at 508-
697-6016 (phone is being answered remotely during the shutdown).

™~

o= CARING FOR OUR COMMUNITY

O Ay ) Do you need a meal, a call, a mask, spiritual care, or even just a

C prayer? Contact the Pastor, a Deacon, the church office, ora
member of our Care Team.

L——— ~ 1

To contact Rev. Jim (while Rev. CSCC Deacons CSCC Care Team

Beth is on sabbatical), call the Deb Sorgman

church office at 508-697-6016*  Lynn Pietras Carol Chaffee Bev Mitchell
* the church phone is being answered Phoebe Hogg John Scott

remotely during the building shutdown

Central Square Congregational Church, UCC - July 2020
CHURCH OFFICE: 508-697-6016 - OFFICE@CSCCUCC.COM - www.csccucc.org = www.facebook.com/csccuccbridgewaterma



If you are wondering how to
help mend our church budget —
which is suffering for the lack of
offerings, donations, and
fundraisers during this pandemic
— and you are over 70 years of
age, you might have a way to help.

Two pieces of federal legislation in the past six months
changed some rules about the Required Minimum
Distribution (RMD) from IRAs, 401Ks, etc.

First: the RMD is now not required until age 72, up from
age 70.

Second: in 2020 only if you are eligible for an RMD, you
may skip it.

In either case, take it or not, you may use the RMD to
donate to a charity like our church, without the amount you
donate being considered taxable income for you.

Talk to your financial advisor about the changes wrought
by the CARES Act and the SECURE Act, and keep our
wonderful church in mind.

- A~ N\

"Everything can be taken from
a man but one thing: the last of
the human freedoms—to
choose one’s attitude in any
given set of circumstances, to
choose one’s own way."
—Victor Frankl

How is everyone coping? | am sure the spectrum of
comfort is broad, even as some of us venture out of our
"safer at home" mentality. And, we should respect that of
each other. Not everyone is going to be able to or even want
to go to a restaurant, or grocery store, or visit with a friend,
even in an outdoor setting. We have had to change the way
we approach each day, for over 100 days. Who would have
thought! Be strong, supportive, and loving of each other,
but also know that you can ask for help if you need to. You
don't always have to be the giver, as it is okay to be on the
receiving end.

Carol

Carol Chaffee
CSCC Care Team Member

Viktor Emil Frankl was an Austrian neurologist and
psychiatrist, and a Holocaust survivor, of Theresienstadit,
Auschwitz, Kaufering and Tiirkheim.
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Thank You for your Continued
Gifts, Tithes, and Offerings

During this time, we encourage you to continue your
support of CSCC, to the degree you are able. We know this
may be a trying time for you financially as well as
emotionally, so please know that we understand if you are
not able to meet your usual giving goals. But for those who
can, remember the church has ongoing expenses that don’t
care that everything is shut down. And we are trying to do
right by our staff as much as possible, even though our
primary income mechanism is unavailable (Sunday
offerings).

Donations and offerings can be made in any of the
following ways:

¢ Checks can be mailed to the church (71 Central Square,
Bridgewater, MA 02324)

¢ Bill-pay through your bank can be set up for one-time
or recurring payments

¢ Payments can be made via the Paypal link at the top
of our website home page (no Paypal account necessary)
(www.csccucc.org, the “For CSCC” donate button)

If you have any questions, you can email the Treasurer
directly and confidentially at treasurer@csccucc.com.

The Bridgewater Food
Pantry, hosted by CSCC, will
remain open its usual days
and times (Thursdays, 10am-
1pm, first Mondays of the
month, 6-8pm), although with
slightly different format to
respect the crucial physical

FOOd Pantry distancing. .

Precautions have been
put in place so that patrons will not come in contact with
each other during their visit. If you have lost your job or
have kids at home from school and need some assistance
with food, please feel welcome to go (Bridgewater residents
only).

Central Square Congregational Church, UCC - July 2020
CHURCH OFFICE: 508-697-6016 - OFFICE@CSCCUCC.COM - www.csccucc.org = www.facebook.com/csccuccbridgewaterma
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Sunday, August 2

Justice Choir Songbook
Streaming Worship Event

Summer greetings!

| can’t believe it has been so long since we have all seen
each other in person. It is such a privilege and a joy that we
are able to continue our worship services online, through
the excellent videography of Paul Holmes. | have very much
enjoyed the opportunity to provide our community with
music during this time, and we have more exciting plans to
come!

On Sunday, August 2nd, we will have a special music
virtual service, jointly produced by the Metropolitan Chorale,
where we will be joined by guest singers James Dargan and
Lisa Graham, to present the Justice Choir Songbook, a
collection of civil rights songs and protest songs. Some of
these songs will be familiar to you from our own
hymnal. That service will also have several guest speakers,
including a message by Freetown-Lakeville teacher Zachary
Boissonneau (see bio at right), and original poetry read by
poet Charles Coe. Following the service, there will be a
ZOOM discussion about music as a form of protest, led by
the renowned conductor Anthony Trecek-King. Please email
me if you would like the login information for the ZOOM
meeting.

Wishing you a joyous and peaceful July,

Jutia

Julia Scott Carey, CSCC Minister of Music

7.’

JUSTICE! CHUIR

Justice Choir is a template to encourage more
community singing for social and environmental justice.
Designed around their Justice Choir Songbook, their goal is
a grassroots movement to engage in the empathetic,
collaborative, and collective power of singing together to
create change.

For more information, visit www.justicechoir.org.

Zachary Boissonneau is an educator
and freelance writer from North
Dighton, Massachusetts, where he lives
with his wife and two children. As an
eighth grade English Language Arts

teacher and creative writing instructor
with the Buzzards Bay Writing Project, he enjoys sharing
the power of language with young people and helping his
students recognize their potential. His work has appeared
in Progression, The South Coast Insider, The Review
Review, and other publications. When not teaching or
writing, he can be found spending time with his family and
tending to their many plants. Zachary is very excited to
share his reflections on “Music and Protest” with the
Central Square Church community.

v %
i

The Metropolitan Chorale is a 100-voice auditioned
chorus, and one of Boston’s premier vocal ensembles. The
Chorale is a vibrant community of musicians drawn together
by a commitment to performing stellar repertoire at high
standards, while fostering a warm, welcoming atmosphere.
Led by Music Director Lisa Graham and four young Artists-
in-Residence, the Chorale was recently praised by The Boston
Musical Intelligencer for “its fine blend and well-shaped
phrasing,” as well as its “sophisticated but equally heartfelt”
interpretations. In a review of its debut appearance with The
Boston Popsin December 2013, Broadway World applauded
the ensemble for its “outstanding vocal talent [and]
exceptional charisma.”

For more information, visit metropolitanchorale.org.

More information on this event will follow in the next few weeks.
Watch your email, the website, and the Facebook page!

Central Square Congregational Church, UCC -
WWWw.csccucc.org -

CHURCH OFFICE: 508-697-6016 - OFFICE@CSCCUCC.COM -

July 2020
www.facebook.com/csccuccbridgewaterma
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Praying with Lily
by Kristen Melcher

| implemented a prayer at bedtime a couple weeks ago and it is seriously the cutest thing ever. Lily could be laying on
me in the rocking chair, I say ‘Time for your prayer’ and she sits up and does the cutest little prayer hands. | just made it up
and say the same thing every night, more a moment of gratitude. | say, ‘Dear God, thank
you for today.” She repeats, ‘Dear God, thank you for today. Thank you for the people that
take care of me,” and she lists off all her people. We also say ‘thank you for our friends’ and
say their names if we saw them that day, and ‘thank you for the food we ate. Amen.’ Honestly,
teaching Lily to pray helped take away pressure for me because I've always wondered about
the correct way but teaching her, modeling for her has helped me too! | feel like there’s no
right way or wrong way to pray. It’s taking a moment of gratitude and thanks and making it
part of her routine. Plus, her 2 year-old prayer hands are so sweet!

Lily’s Prayer

Dear God, Thank you for today. Thank you for the people that take care of me. Thank

you for friends. Thank you for the food we eat. Amen.

Do you “Amazon”?

Hi everyone! Inthese difficult times | find it’s often hard
to feel like we can support ourselves, not to mention
supporting the church and all of the outreach it continues
to do. Also remember that, at least so far, the church has
been able to continue paying its staff so

that they can continue to put food on their am azon Com

tables and keep a roof over their heads.

Because of Covid-19, | know that we
as a family are definitely ordering more online these days,
so one of the easiest ways we help support Central Square
Churchis to place our normal Amazon orders, with “Amazon
Smile” instead. It’s exactly like a regular amazon order (and
actually IS an Amazon order), and you pay the exact same
amount, except that 0.5% of the purchase goes to the charity
of your choice.

Just go to smile.amazon.com instead of amazon.com,
and make sure you select Central Square Congregational
Church as your charity of choice. I’'m super happy that I've

given more than Reverend Beth through this program. Ha
ha! | win! Just kidding. In all seriousness though, | use this
for all of my company’s purchases as well as personal ones
because Amazon doesn’t care if you're using a corporate card
for business, for printer paper or a new
computer headset, or whether you're just
using it to buy cat litter for your 3 cats
and a new puzzle for your family. It may
not be enough to put a new roof on the church, but it can
probably help pay for extra sanitizer when we all (hopefully)
can get back to worship in the churchin the Fall. Hope to see
you all soon!
Best,

Enie Stotts

PS — And tell your family and friends near and far! Everyone
can do it, and select the church as the beneficiary! (Contact
the church office if you need help setting this up or using it.)

New CSCC Clerk

Following six years of dedicated
service to CSCC as Clerk, Kathleen Mosher
has retired from her position. Per the CSCC
Constitution, the Clerk can serve up to
three 2-year consecutive terms, and
Kathleen was at the end of that period. At

the June Cabinet meeting, held via teleconference on June
17, Moderator Anne Malmquist nominated Diane Sheibley

to take over as Clerk, in lieu of annual elections normally
held in May. The nomination was seconded, and approved
unanimously. With the appointment, Diane vacates the
position of Vice Moderator. Anneis in the process of finding
a new Vice Moderator.

All of those in attendance at the Cabinet meeting
expressed their sincere appreciation for the work that
Kathleen did over the last six years. Thank you, Kathleen!

Central Square Congregational Church, UCC - July 2020
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Upcoming Dates to Remember...

Thursday, July 23, 7-8:30pm
Film study discussion, “13th”, via ZOOM and sponsored by
D.I.C.E. (see page 7)

Sunday, August 2, 10am
Justice Choir Songbook worship service, via livestream and
Facebook live, 10am (see page 4)

Sunday, August 2, immediately following worship

ZOOM teleconference discussion about music as a form of
protest, led by the renowned conductor Anthony Trecek-King
(see page 4)

Saturday, August 8, 10am
Book study discussion, “The Book of Longings”, under the
tree in front of the church, 10am (see above)

End of Year Gifts for the Kids!

To kick off summer 2020, Jess Stearns put together small
gift baskets for the youth scheduled to participate in the
mission trip as well as the children in Sunday school. Due to
COVID-19, the mission trip was postponed for this year, but
she hopes this gift will make everyone smile. Inside each
youth gift basket was a mini portable fan, a neck pillow,
waterproof phone holder, candy, and a Juice Mill gift card,
as well as several donated items — a fabric mask from Heidi
Waddell (heidisews.com in Hanson), a book from Rev. Beth,
and a Dunkin’ Donuts gift card.

Inside each gift basket for the Sunday school participants:
squirt gun, squeeze stress ball, fidget toys, candy, a Juice
Mill gift card, as well as a fabric mask from Heidi Waddell,
and a book from Rev. Beth.

Jess hopes everyone likes the little summer kick off
parting gift and wishes everyone a great summer!

The Roof Shingles are Fixed!
Thanks to the Trustees for getting the work done to fix
the shingles on the roof that were damaged by recent
storms.

Central Square Congregational Church, UCC - July 2020
CHURCH OFFICE: 508-697-6016 - OFFICE@CSCCUCC.COM - www.csccucc.org = www.facebook.com/csccuccbridgewaterma



Why “Black Lives Matter”

Our faith's teachings tell us that each person is created
in the image of God (Genesis 1:27) and therefore has intrinsic
worth and value. So why when Jesus proclaimed good news
to the poor, release to the jailed, sight to the blind, and
freedom to the oppressed (Luke 4:16-19) did he not mention
the rich, the prison-owners, the sighted and the oppressors?
What conclusion are we to draw from this? Doesn't Jesus
care about all lives?

Black lives matter. This is an obvious truth in light of God's
love for all God's children. But this has not been the
experience for many in the U.S. In recent years, young black
males were 21 times more likely to be shot dead by police
than their white counterparts.* Black women in crisis are
often met with deadly force.* Transgender people of color
face greatly elevated negative outcomes in every area of life.

When Black lives are systemically devalued by society,
our outrage justifiably insists that attention be focused on
Black lives.

When a church claims boldly "Black Lives Matter" at this
moment, it chooses to show up intentionally against all given
societal values of supremacy and superiority or common-
sense complacency. By insisting on the intrinsic worth of all
human beings, Jesus models for us how God loves justly,
and how his disciples can love publicly in a world of
inequality. We live out the love of God justly by publicly
saying #BlackLivesMatter.

This article appears on the United Church of Christ
website. Remarks noted with an asterisk (*) are cited with
links within the article post at www.ucc.org/
justice_racism_black_lives_matter.
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Watch Challenge for the Movie “13th”

“13th” is available for viewing on YouTube and Netflix.
In the movie, made in 2016, filmmaker Ava DuVernay
explores the history of racial inequality in the United States,
focusing on the fact that the nation's prisons are
disproportionately filled with African-Americans. Scholars,
activists, and politicians analyze the criminalization of African
Americans and the U.S. prison boom.

It should be noted that this film is not appropriate for
children.

The group DICE (see below) challenges individuals to
watch the movie, then consider participating in a ZOOM-
facilitated discussion group about it. They'll release the zoom
link at a later date. Save the date for July 23rd 7-8:30 pm.

Following watching the movie, consider these questions:
1. What were the emotions that surfaced for you as you
watched the film?
2. What thoughts surfaced for you as you watched the film?
3. What aspects of the film were new information for you?
4. How do you understand racism?
5. If racism was eliminated from our country,

a. What would the society be like?

b. How would people interact with one another?

These topics will be discussed in the discussion group.

DICE stands for Diversity & Inclusion for Community
Empowerment and is a local network of community
members interested in ensuring that the Bridgewater-
Raynham community demonstrates respect, appreciation,
and value for diversity and inclusion. From the DICE mission
statement: "Through this network, we exchange ideas and
challenge each other to think in new ways about how our
evolving communities can foster an inclusive environment
where people from all backgrounds can live, thrive, and
succeed." They can be found on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/groups/2071027263195401/

Central Square Congregational Church, UCC - July 2020
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Shout-out to Bruce Maclay
A huge thanks to Bruce Maclay, who, without fanfare or
celebration, dutifully keeps the church lawn looking neat and
clean without being asked, and on a volunteer basis. Thank
you thank you thank you, Bruce, for keeping our property
looking its best!

We recently asked on Facebook, “what
brings you joy?” Here’s a sampling of
respomnses:

God's faithful, loving presence in times of trial and
rejoicing e piano e swimming pool e family e cooking
e virtual concerts ¢ church services ® books ¢ Abby,
my puppy e being with my family e husband, kids and
dog e extrasnuggle time with my kiddo! e gardening e
cats ® my daughter ¢ punkrock e prayer ¢ my
husband (and trying to beat him at checkers) e
prayers for unified peace for all
being able to go to church, even if it’s in the car e the
way my friends and | share different food e
my four grandkids! e yoga

May you find joy in everyday life, in the
smallest of moments

Central Square Congregational Church, UCC -
WWWw.csccucc.org -

CHURCH OFFICE: 508-697-6016 - OFFICE@CSCCUCC.COM -
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I hope that you are all doing well and coping and hoping.
Linda and | celebrated our 50th wedding anniversary Friday,
June 26 quietly, at home. We will defer a full celebration
until phase 3 at least.

June, 1970 — It was the best of times, it was the worst
of times — we got married in a hurry (stop that “shotgun”
thinking!) because | had gotten drafted. After graduating
from college in May, | rented an apartment in Mount
Arlington, NJ. We were there (for about a month) when |
got “the letter” that | had been drafted and | quickly joined
the Marine Corps Reserve, to “escape” two years in the Army
and almost certain WestPac orders (= your butt is going to
Vietnam). Then, using a World Almanac, Linda, my fiance,
noted that in nearby Maryland, you could get married by
the County Clerk of Courts without a witness and without a
blood test (the good old days of “did the rabbit die”). So off
we went to Elkton, MD to apply for a marriage license and
then back two days later (after they supposedly did
background checks on us, you know, polygamist, already
married but not divorced, etc) to wait in line to be married
by Andrew Seth, Assistant Clerk of Courts of Cecil County,
Maryland. If there ever has been a civil marriage that has
been blessed by God, we have it.

Anyhow, a week later, Linda packed up her stuff and
moved back home to 400 Plymouth St. for the 6 months
that | would be lollygagging on that resort island off the coast
of South Carolina named Parris. In the midst of all of that, |
had started my first professional engineering job in East
Orange, NJ. Back then, with a military draft in place, there
was a federal law that required companies to hold your job
for up to two years, so | started all over again with everything
in February of 1971, attending Marine Corps Reserve
weekend drills at nearby Picatinny Arsenal for the next
5 1/2 years.

It’s been a good run these past 50 years. What's your

pandemic story?
— Dot Starland

July 2020
www.facebook.com/csccuccbridgewaterma



To find this Lectionary online, visit www.macucc.org/Lectionary

Daily Lectionary Scripture References -July 2020 (Year A)

Wed. July 1
Psalm 47

Isaiah 51:1-3
Matthew 11:20-24

Thurs., July 2
Psalm 45:10-17
Genesis 25:19-27
Romans 7:1-6

Fri., July 3

Psalm 45:10-17
Genesis 27:1-17
Romans 7. 7-20

Sat., July 4
Psalm 45:10-17
Genesis 27:18-29
Luke 10:21-24

Sun., July 5

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67
Psalm 45:10-17 or Song of
Solomon 2:8-13

Romarns 7:15-25a

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

Mon., July 6

Song of Solomon 2:8-13
Genesis 27:30-46
Romans 1:18-25

Tues., July 7

Song of Solomon 2:8-13
Genesis 29:1-14
Romans 3:1-8

Wed., July 8

Song of Solomon 2:8-13
Genesis 29:31-35

John 13:1-17

Thurs., July 9
Psalm 119:105-112
Exodus 3:1-6
Romans 2:12-16

Fri., July 10

Psalm 119:105-112
Deuteronomy 32:1-10
Romans 15:14-21

Sat., July 11
Psalm 119:105-112
Isaiah 2:1-4

John 12:44-50

Sun., July 12

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 25:19-34

Psalm 119:105-112

Romans 8:1-11

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

Mon., July 13

Psalm 142

Micah 1:1-5

1 Thessalonians 4:1-8

Tues., July 14
Psalm 142

Jeremiah 49:7-11
Ephesians 4:17—5:2

Wed., July 15
Psalm 142
Obadiah 15-21
Matthew 13:10-17

Thurs., July 16

Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24
Isaiah 44:1-5

Hebrews 2:1-9

Fri., July 17

Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24
Ezekiel 39:21-29
Hebrews 6:13-20

Sat., July 18

Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24
Exodus 14:9-25
Matthew 7:15-20

Sun., July 19

Seventh sSunday after Pentecost
Genesis 28:10-19a

Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24
Romans 8:12-25

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Mon., July 20
Psalm 139:13-18
Genesis 32:3-21
Revelation 14:12-20

Tues., July 21
Psalm 139:13-18
Genesis 33:1-17
Galatians 4:21—5:1

Wed., July 22
Psalm 139:13-18
Genesis 35:16-29
Matthew 12:15-21

Thurs., July 23
Psalm 105:1-11, 45b
Genesis 29:1-8

1 Corinthians 4:14-20

Fri., July 24

Psalm 105:1-11, 45b
Genesis 29:9-14
Acts 7:44-53

Sat., July 25

Psalm 105:1-11, 45b
Genesis 29:31—30:24
Matthew 12:38-42

Sun., July 26

Genesis 29:15-28

Psalm 105:1-11, 45b arPsalm 128
Romans 8:26-39

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Mon., July 27
Psalm 65.8-13
Genesis 30:25-36
James 3:13-18

Tues., July 28
Psalm 65:8-13
Genesis 30:37-43
Ephesians 6:10-18

Wed., July 29
Psalm 65:8-13
Genesis 46:2—47:12
Mark 4:30-34

Thurs., July 20
Psalm 17:1-7, 15
Isaiah 14:1-2
Philippians 4:10-15

Fri., July 31
Psalm 17:1-7, 15
Isaiah 41:8-10
Romans 9:6-13

Revised Common Lectionary Dalily Readings, copyright © 2005 Consultation on Common Texts.
commontexts.org. Used by permission. This resource may be reproduced by congregations for their
own worship and educational activities, Provided by the Southern New England Conference, UCC
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CSCC Cabinet Meeting — Minutes
June 17, 2020 via Zoom teleconferencing

The virtual meeting was called to order at 7:05.

Cabinet members in attendance: Rev. Beth Stotts, Pastor; Anne Malmquist, Moderator; Diane Sheibley, Vice Moderator;
Dave Sheibley, Treasurer; Kathleen Mosher, Clerk; Gordon Brailsford, Board of Trustees; Bill O’Neil, Board of Christian
Outreach; Terry Reynolds, Women'’s Guild and Fellowship; Gail Wershing and Mike Bundock, Growth Committee; Ellen
Crawford, Music Committee; Barbara Morey, History & Memorials Committee/Historical Building Restoration Committee

Also present: Ellen Atherton, Congregational Administrator

Rev. Beth opened the meeting with a prayer.

Church Clerk

Anne reported that Kathleen has submitted her resignation as Clerk, and thanked her for her dedication and service. She
then made a motion to replace Kathleen with Diane Sheibley as Clerk. Bill O’Neil seconded, and the motion was approved
unanimously. Diane will be vacating the position of Vice Moderator, and a search has already begun for a new VM.

Pastor’s Report — Rev. Beth Stotts
Rev. Beth reported that the care team is hard at work checking in with people and responding to care requests. She is
continuing her Facebook live midday broadcasts on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday each week. She praised the Sunday
worship team for their work, and appreciates all the efforts of Paul Holmes and Julia Scott Carey. She also made note of the
church members’ participation in the recent “Stand-up” rallies in the center of town each Saturday morning, to bring
awareness and change to racism and police brutality. Rev. Alicia from the Methodist church and Rev. Beth will be giving
speeches at the stand-up on June 27.

Rev. Jim will be starting on July 1 [to fill in while Rev. Beth is on sabbatical during the month of July]. People should
contact the office if they need him.

Treasurer’s Report — Dave Sheibley
Dave reported that we’re doing OK, and it’s a good thing we received funds from the Payroll Protection Program. We’'re
still running in a deficit, but pledges are staying steady. We are at 92% of budget at 96% through the fiscal year. Expected
fundraisers will, unfortunately, not be held (such as the golf tournament), so we’ll have to figure out how to make up that
shortfall. The investments are in OK shape, as the stock market goes up and down.

The question was asked if we are seeing any revenue from the Amazon Smile program, and Dave responded that yes,
we’ve gotten a bit of money from that, perhaps around $100.

Bill O’Neil asked about the Board of Outreach expenditures listed on the last treasurer’s report, and Dave said he’d
send detail of the amount to Bill to review.

Gordon asked how much money was currently in the account from the sale of the parsonage, and Dave reported that
it is about $103,000.

Dave also reported that the food pantry has gotten some significant donations lately, and has about $40,000 in the
bank.

Golf Tournament - Ellen Atherton
[The in-person 2020 golf tournament has been postponed until 2021, but Ellen was asked to look into a sort of “virtual”
golf event that we might try.] Ellen reported that she got input from Brett Wright and Hillary (Wright) Doherty on a
possible virtual golf event, as they are tied into both prospective golfer participants, and into strategic marketing. They
both responded with their concerns about the ability to conduct such an event successfully during the pandemic, and
didn’t feel they would get support from either sponsors or golfers. So the decision was made not to pursue it.
Discussion ensued regarding different fundraising ideas. Rev. Beth noted that she and her family recently participated
in a virtual 5K, and we might be able to do something like it successfully. Participants could be asked to contribute $25-50,
and they could do it with their families, and could receive a t-shirt or possibly other participation gifts. And Ellen is good at
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coordinating events. If people have other fundraiser ideas, they can contact Ellen, and she will also give some thought to
other possible fundraisers.

Food Pantry
Bill O’Neil reported that there has been a lot of support for the food pantry, both in food donations and financially. There
is a lot of money in the account. He will be talking to Jack Melcher about possibly allocating some of that money to help
the church pay for the expenses of the food pantry, such as electricity, and possibly even rent. As the donations are simply
made to the food pantry, and not for specific purposes, it is likely that that is not a misuse of the money donated.

Bill also reported that there has been quite a dropoff in the number of people making use of the food pantry.

Historical Renovations — Barbara Morey

Barbara reported that the church has engaged the services of a lawyer to advise us on some legal concerns that the lawyer
for the Town of Bridgewater has raised on our application, mostly regarding separation of church and state issues that
were raised in a court case involving CPC funds and a church in Acton, MA. Some amendments to our grant application are
being worked on, and will be resubmitted to the CPC by the end of this coming weekend. There will also need to be a deed
restriction if it is approved, to keep us from accepting the funds and then turning around and selling the building.

The application will be discussed by the CPC, and both lawyers have been invited to the meeting. If it is approved
there, the matter goes to the town council to be approved. Barbara reported that the whole process could take up to
another 3-4 months until it’s completely finalized, but we should know by the end of July if our application is approved and
for how much funding.

Trustees - Gordon Brailsford
Gordon reported that the recent damage to the roof has been repaired! It was also noted that the lock on the Church
Street door seemed to be broken, and wouldn’t lock. Ellen reported that she has been in touch with the locksmith.

New Business

¢ Diane had two announcements: if anyone has anything for the July issue of Steeple Sounds, or any good news they’d like
to have included, she needs it no later than Monday, June 22.

¢ Also, the Bridgewater Business Association has cancelled the 2020 Autumnfest.

¢ As the budget meeting has been postponed until September, boards and committees still have time to submit any
budget requests they’d like to make for the 2020-21 budget.

¢ Rev. Beth noted that she has been doing the bulletins for Sunday worship, so they are sticking to what’s needed for the
service. But if anyone has any announcements they would like made at the beginning of Sunday worship, just let her know,
and also copy Ellen and Diane so the information can be included in the Monday emails, on the website, and in Steeple
Sounds as appropriate.

Rev. Beth closed the meeting in prayer. The meeting adjourned at 7:40pm.
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CHURCH OFFICE: 508-697-6016 -

Treasurer's Report
lune 23, 2020
Fiscal Year July 2019 - June 2020
98% thru Fiscal Year

OFFICE@CSCCUCC.COM - www.csccucc.org -

YTD Budget % of Budget
Income
Regular Pledges 134,320 138,000 97%
Unpledged Offerings 4,737 10,000 47%
Plate Offering 1,863 3,000 62%
Youth Minister / Church School Funding 1,666
Total - Pledges / Offerings 142,586 151,000 94%
Special Collections
MACUCC Fellowship Dues 172
Total - Special Collections 172
Fundraisers/Events Revenue
Golf Tournament (10} 7,200 0%
Breakfasts 472
Church Fair 7,407 7,000 106%
Misc Fundraisers 1,352
Total - Fundraisers/Events Revenue 9,220 14,200 65%
Facility Usage Income
Non Profit Bldg Use 2,695 3,600 75%
Private Bldg Use 360 1,700 21%
Total - Facility Usage Income 3,055 5,300 58%
Miscellanecus Income 1,314
Total Income 156,347 170,500 92%
Expenses
Total - Senior Minister Expenses 103,878 93,856 111%
Total - Support Staff Expenses 68,947 70,062 98%
Total - Office Expenses 10,238 8,300 123%
Total - Church Building Costs 28,107 29,800 94%
Operating Committees
Christian Education 1,344 1,500 90%
Church Growth 1,922 3,000 64%
Deacons 1,267 1,500 84%
Music (Materials/Substitutes) 922 600 154%
Stewardship 0% 350 0%
Outreach 3,829 4,339 88%
Total - Operating Committees 9,284 11,289 82%
MACUCC Fellowship Dues 2,700 0%
Miscellaneous Expenses 196
Pilgrim Assn Fellowship Dues 200 0%
Total Expenses 220,650 216,207 102%
MNet income (loss}) (64,304) (45,707} 141%
Transfer from Investments 32,000 24,000
Payroll Protection Program Grant 26,387
(5,917) (21,707}
Central Square Congregational Church, UCC - July 2020
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Treasurer's Report
June 23, 2020
Fiscal Year July 2019 - June 2020
98% thru Fiscal Year

Cash balances

Operating account 12,930
Money Market
Restricted 28,607
Unrestricted 712
29,319
Fair account 16
Minister's Discretionary account 686
Qutreach account
Includes paid pledge set-aside 4,214
Food Pantry 34,207
38,421
Capital Campaign account 8,196
Total cash balances 89,568

Endowments investment fund

Protected principal 135,513

Unrestricted funds 65,424

Income YTD FY 2020 0

Total value 3/31/2020 200,939 230,275
Parsonage investment fund

Principal parsonage sale 89,677

Profit (Loss) (32)

Total value 3/31/2020 89,645 103,339
Total investments 3/31/2020 290,584 333,614 6/23/2020
Anniversary Committee expenses 66,203
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Church Administration S

Pastor: Rev. Elizabeth Stotts

Moderator: Anne Malmquist

Congregational Administrator: Ellen Atherton, office@csccucc.com

Sexton: Rich Sullivan

Minister of Music: Julia Scott Carey

Nursery Coordinator: Maria Kean

Treasurer: David Sheibley

Office telephone: (508) 697-6016

Facebook pages: facebook.com/csccuccbridgewaterma (main page),
facebook.com/groups/801550253194149 (youth page)

Steeple Sounds submissions deadline is the 15th of the month prior to publication.

Shopping!
Remember that when you shop on Amazon, use “smile.Amazon.com” rather than just “Amazon.com”, and designate
Central Square Congregational Church as the charity to benefit from your purchases. It costs you nothing extra! Contact

the church office with questions.

Central Square Congregational Church, UCC
71 Central Square
Bridgewater, MA 02324

FIRST CLASS MAIL
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