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From The Desk of Rev. Beth 
 

So often we think of praying as all the things we say to God. 
That is a big part of prayer: unburdening ourselves before 
God, sharing the events of our lives, the worries of our days, 
the desires of our hearts. Talking to God is a wonderful and 
intimate thing to do. It feels so good to pour ourselves out 
that sometimes we forget that prayer is also about listening.  
 

The UCC’s tagline declares that “God is still speaking.”  

 

In an article about listening for a Still-speaking God, God’s 

ongoing revelation in the world was explored: 

"If you think God's not finished with you yet, guess what? 

God's not even finished with God yet. God isn't finished with 

you, or finished with the church or our world, or even letting us know more about God's own compassion, 

justice, hope, and truth. If you are open, if you listen carefully, you'll discover what God is saying to this 

generation at this time in history. There's more good news to be heard! 

This understanding of God's "revelation" is a central aspect of United Church of Christ faith.  

We believe that God was revealed in the past, but also in the present and the future. In the Bible, God 

was known through covenants with people and nations, through prophets and teachers, through conflicts 

and commandments, in visions and songs, and through the followers of Jesus and the church. God acted 

profoundly in the life and ministry, even in the death, of Christ. On Easter, God declared in the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, "I'll never, never stop speaking. Alleluia!" Throughout history, in moments of 

compassion, justice, and peace, in our worship, sacraments, prayer, seeking, action, and silence, God 

continues to speak.” 

 

It follows then that we must listen. Listening is an important part of our prayer practice. If you find prayer 

to be a challenge, ere are a few suggestions: 

1. Find a spot that is reasonably free of distractions- you can find this in nature, in your house, in church, 

or out in the world.  

2. Bring your awareness to the presence of God with you and within you. You may light a candle. You may 

sing a song. You may pray using words, movement, or a silent opening of yourself to Presence. 

3. Turn your heart toward listening. You may ask God to speak to you in ways that you can hear. You may 

simply quiet your mind and be present to whatever comes up. If you find it hard to sit and listen for a 

while, don’t be alarmed, that’s pretty normal! It helps sometimes to set a timer and decide you are going 

to be in a listening posture for a set amount of time. You can try 5 minutes at a time and see how you do.  

4. Finish your time with a prayer of thanksgiving for God’s guidance and know that you can go back into 

daily life with that same intention of listening to God.  



 

We can listen for the voice of God as we read scripture, we can listen for God’s voice in our interactions 

with others, we can listen for God speaking to us through sermons and devotionals, through our 

friendships, our gardens. All it takes is a heart willing to listen and worship. 

 

May you be open to the still-speaking God within! 

Peace, 

Rev. Beth 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Lenten Book Study Opportunity 
 

 
 
Join us on Sunday, April 8th at 10 AM in the Fireplace Room for our 
Lenten Book study! This year we are reading “Pond River Ocean Rain: 
Find Peace in the Storms of Life” by Charles Lattimore Howard. Rev. 
Beth will be preaching on this book throughout the month of March. 
Reserve your copy through the church office or by seeing Rev. Beth 
today! Copies are available on a first come, first serve basis! $15 

 
 

 
Upcoming Lenten Events 

 
Brews & Bibles: Saturday, March 11th – 12 PM 
 
Bring your bible and join us at Black Hat Brew Works for Brews & Bibles!  
(25 Scotland Blvd #1, Bridgewater, MA 02324) 

 
 

Board Games & Donuts: Saturday, March 25th – 10 AM 
 
Join us for a Board Games & Donuts in the Fireplace Room! 
 
 

 



From the Board of Trustees 
 

 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 
We are pleased to announce the date of our 3rd Annual Golf Tournament at Olde Scotland 
Links!  Friday July 28th at 8 AM friends and family of CSCC will tee off.  This is one of our two 
biggest fund raisers we hold.  Both the church fall fair and the summer golf tournament raise 
several hundred dollars to supplement our annual church budget.   
 
In 2015, the tournament brought in $8,850.48. In 2016 it brought in $6,234.84. But why the 
decrease in 2016? It's all about the the number of players and hole sponsors. We had over 60 
players in 2015, but only 40 in 2016. In 2017, we all want to see really big numbers! We want 
more players, more sponsors, and we want to raise more money.   
 
25% of the money raised will go directly to the Bridgewater Food Pantry.   
 
Let's play golf! 
 
Submitted by Barbara I. Morey 
Trustee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From the Board of Deacons 
 

Sermon on the Mount Clif’s Notes 
 
On February 12, Rev. Beth read the entire Sermon on the Mount.  It is rather long and, in some 
places, dense but once you wade through the historical context and didactic metaphors, the 
message is very clear.  
 

 Help everyone, EVERYONE, who needs help.   

 Don’t judge them.  

 Be humble about it.   
 
This is what it looks like to be a follower of Christ.  This is what He wants us to do.  It is hard, 
and not everyone is able to all the time.  We don’t always want to help the guy who insults us 
every day.  It is hard not to resent the girl who made a mess of her life and now needs help.  
And it is especially hard in our social media driven world not to expect lots of likes and shares 
of the selfies we take while doing good works.   The message is clear and simple, but not easy.  
We can’t do it all the time.  It is the effort that counts. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Dine with Nine Sign Ups! 
 
Dine with Nine is a group of people, both singles and couples, who gather together 
for Fellowship and Fun! The group decides where and when to meet. Think about joining the 
the fun! Join as an alternate; maybe you can only attend one dinner or if the date worked for 
you would like to join. Maybe you can't host a dinner, still join there are others who can host 
or a restaurant may be a fun option. Sign-ups continue on March 5th. Please see Diane 
Sheibley, Christine Hoyt or leave your information with the church office.  – Growth 

 
 



Women’s Guild & Fellowship 
Come Join Us!  

 
Thank you to all who contributed to our drive for the Animal Protection Center of SE MA. We 
collected so much more than we ever imagined, and the personal at the center were 
overwhelmed with your generosity! 
 
Our next collection will be for the Church World Service bucket kits. Following a disaster, 
these buckets are used for clean up. Though this is a WG&F project, we invite anyone to join 
us in collecting these items. For each bucket, we are collecting 5 gal. bucket with re-sealable 
lid, 5 scouring pads, 7 sponges, 1 scrub brush, 18 reusable cleaning towels (like Easy Wipes), 
50-78 oz box of dry laundry detergent,12 oz bottle of concentrated liquid cleaner like Lysol, 
24-28 oz bottle of liquid disinfectant dish soap like Dawn, pkg of 48-50 clothespins, 2 50 ft or 
1,100 ft clothesline, dust masks, Latex gloves, 24-28 bag roll of heavy duty 30-45 gallon trash 
bags, 6-9 oz bottle of insect repellant, not aerosol. We realize that this is a very long list, but if 
everyone could contribute just one or two items, we could fill a lot of buckets. A collection box 
will be in the front entryway for this collection. 
 
Our meeting this month falls on Ash Wednesday, so members who wish, may attend the Ash 
Wednesday Service. Following the service, Guild members will serve refreshments to all in 
attendance. Prior to the service, we will have a brief business meeting where we will finalize 
our plans for our Annual Spring Rummage Sale and Soups on Luncheon, which will take place 
on April 1. Members will be in charge of the Sunday morning coffee hour for the month of 
March. 
 
Coming in April, Barbara Morey with a travelogue of her trip to Jerusalem. All women of 
the congregation are invited to join us. 
 
 
Co-Presidents 
Lynn Pietras 508-824-0855 
Gail Wright 508-697-7159 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 

IT’S THE ‘SPRING FLING’ RUMMAGE SALE! 
It’s coming – the spring rummage sale will be held Saturday, April 1, 2017.   

Hours are 9 AM to 1 PM. 
Hours for bringing your donations to the church starting Monday, March 27 are: 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: regular church office hours - 9 AM to 1 PM 
Thursday; 9 AM to 1 PM and 5 PM to 7 PM 

Friday 9 AM to 2 PM 
 

As always we will have clothing for all members of the family, including shoes, belts and hats.  Also 
featured: house wares, glassware, jewelry, toys/games, paperback books, linens, baked goods and the 
50/50 raffle.  In other words, something for everyone!  And yes, we will have our wonderful “Soup’s 
On” luncheon Saturday from 11 AM to 1 PM.  Bag sale is noon to 1:00. 
 
In addition to members of the Guild, volunteers are needed to help pull this off successfully.  We 
encourage and welcome all members of the congregation, including the youth, to donate a few hours 
of their time. Especially needed is help with cleanup, starting at 1:00 on Saturday.  Please call Marie or 
Bette (numbers listed below) to offer your help. 
 
We have arranged to have all the left over clothing picked up by a Brockton church to be distributed 
to the homeless; and the Epilepsy Foundation of NE will pick up all other items. This is a tremendous 
help as we will not have to lug things off to the Salvation Army any longer. 
 
HOWEVER, we still have a problem with rubbish disposal.  If everyone would be willing to take one or 
two bags of trash home at the end of the sale, it will help keep disposal costs down. 
REMINDERS: the book table can only accept paperback books and children’s books (no text books, 
encyclopedias, how-to manuals); and only small furniture items such as footstools, small occasional 
tables, mirrors, etc. 
 
Hope to see you there! 
 
Rummage Committee 
Marie Nelson – 508-947-6920  
Bette deKoning – 505-697-6912  
Lori Kelso  



From the Board of Outreach 
 

It has been a busy season for CSCC Outreach. From providing people with food from our food 
pantry, through providing food and warm clothing to help fend off the cold weather, through 
providing nursing care to the homeless, and of course in partnership with Heifer Foundation 
providing farm animals and assistance to the needy around the world, our CSCC community 
has had a busy winter so far. However, we need to take a moment to consider perhaps the 
most critical mission of all. 
 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 teaches us: 
“Two are better than one because they have a good return for their labor. For if either of 
them falls, the one will lift up his companion. But woe to the one who falls when there is not 
another to lift him up. Furthermore, if two lie down together they keep warm, but how can 
one be warm alone? And if one can overpower him who is alone, two can resist him. A cord 
of three strands is not quickly torn apart.” 
 
Each day, all of us have the opportunity to be a second person in the life of someone who, 
without you, may be standing alone. It is clear that people need food, and warm clothing. But 
above all, people need to know that someone cares about them. Many of us are blessed to 
have family and friends to comfort and support us when we are in tough times. However the 
reality is that there are many in our community who are alone and facing tough times. Some 
are facing financial challenges. Others are battling serious addictions. There are still others 
who feel lost because they are faced with addictions within their own families. We hear of 
seniors who are living alone. And we often encounter a neighbor or co-worker who is facing a 
serious illness. Can you imagine what it would be like facing these or other issues and believing 
that nobody cares? 
 
Galatians 6:2 
“Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.” 
 
Each of us have been provided with the gifts to deliver something very special to one another. 
As Christians, we must look out for people who are in need of encouragement and support. 
We are obligated to provide for those needs. And all it requires is a caring soul, and perhaps a 
few minutes to listen to someone who is facing tough time. Let someone know you care about 
them today. 
 
God Bless You 
 
CSCC Outreach Committee 

 



From the Board of Stewardship 
 

 
 
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something 
to drink,  I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was 
sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me. – Matthew 25: 35-36 
 

These passages from the Gospel of Matthew certainly resonate through our Mission 
Statement and the various programs we provide at Central Square Congregational Church.  So, 
no surprise that your Board of Stewardship team is building the 2017 Stewardship Campaign 
around Matthew 25 this year.   
 

The season of Easter is fast approaching, the recent weather has brought the feel of spring 
with it, AND last week we welcomed over a dozen new members to our Congregation…WOW!  
Can’t you feel the energy and excitement being generated in the Church!  This has the 
potential to be a banner year for CSCC.   
As you know this church supports many programs of ministry to provide assistance to the 
people in need in our wider community.  It’s what we do here, right?  Of course it is. However, 
I need to ask all of you…are we satisfied with what we are doing now.  Could we be doing a 
better job at those programs?  Could we accommodate other programs to better the lives of 
the less fortunate?  Of course we could…but can we?  I can’t answer that last question.  We all 
collectively must answer that question. 
 

Beginning Sunday, April 2 and continuing until Stewardship Sunday, April 30, your Stewardship 
team will be speaking to the Congregation about all great things we are doing, and could be 
doing, here at CSCC.  We will also encourage all of you to consider how your financial gifting is 
critical to the success of these mission oriented programs as well as the operation and 
maintenance of this beautiful old icon church.  If you are tithing today can you give a little 
more?  If you have been unable provide financial support in the past can you give something 
this year?  Again, I can’t answer that question. All I can ask that is each of you begin now to 
discern and pray and let the Spirit guide you. 
 

Blessings to you all. 
 

Board of Stewardship 



From Christian Education 
 

 
 

Heifer 
As you know, we are planning to visit the Heifer farm in Rutland, Ma. On Saturday, May 6th.  There is still 
plenty of time for you and your family to sign up and join us! At that time, we are planning to present Heifer 
with the check from our fund raising effort.  Here is a breakdown of what our gift will purchase for Heifer: 
Pre-K & Kindergarten  raised  $ 43.28 or 2 flocks of chicks; Grades 1, 2, & 3 raised $130.46 or 1 flock of Hope & 
a Hope Basket; Grades 4 & 5 raised $182.36 or 1 Llama & 1 flock of chicks; Grades 6, 7, & 8 raised $302.27 or 1 
Llama, 1 sheep, & a beehive; Grades 9-12 raised $300.00 or 3 schools of fish with the help of the congregation 
Faith, Hope, & Charity raised $556.00 or 1 Heifer plus a share. Each class raised more than enough money, so 
in addition we are sending another Hope Basket and a Beehive!  Our grand total this year is $1556.37.  Thank 
you everyone for supporting the Living Gift Market, the cow deliveries and the children’s banks.  Well done! 
 

Sunday School 
During Lent, the children and youth will once again have an opportunity to participate in the Rotation model 
of teaching.  The theme is titled “Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday”, and is from the perspective of the Book of 
Luke. The teachers and Sunday school Superintendent are presently deciding on the workshops we will choose 
to experience.  This particular program is very exciting lending to interesting ways of exploring Holy week.  We 
will spend three weeks exploring and presenting the lessons and then work with the children for two weeks 
planning our Palm Sunday program. It is important the children from grades pre-school to grade 8 attend all 
the classes. All grade levels that have Bibles will need to bring them each Sunday as they will reference them 
frequently.  Thank you for all your help and support.   

 

Upcoming CE Events 
March 5th at 12:45 pm - Join us for a viewing of the movie The Shack based on the New York Times best 
selling novel at Patriot Place, 24 Patriot Pl, Foxborough, MA. Join us at Tavolino's after to discuss the film.  
 
May 6th a trip to Heifer Farm in nearby Rutland, MA!  We will be presenting our hard-earned donation to 
Heifer International. Join us for a 2.5 hour tour of some of the global villages, learn about the various areas the 
Heifer International helps. Our tour has a focus on animal connections and has several hands on experiences. 
All ages and friends are welcome! $10 per person for ages 4+. Bring a bagged lunch and enjoy a picnic with us! 
Tour starts at 10AM. You can sign up through the church office (508) 697-6016, or by contacting Lisa Masiello 
at lsmasiello@gmail.com. 
 
May19th - May20th - Our First Annual men's retreat!  Join the men at YMCA Camp Burgess in Sandwich, MA 
for an overnight stay. activities include campfire, boating, archery, climbing tower and zip line. $120/person 
includes all the activities, breakfast and lunch on Saturday and overnight accommodations in cabins. Please 
contact Shane Abboud at smabboud@gmail.com or at (774)222-5555 to sign up! 

 

mailto:lsmasiello@gmail.com
mailto:smabboud@gmail.com


Updates from Cabinet 
 
Review of meeting held on February 15, 2017 
 
 
* 15 new members will be joining CSCC on February 19! 
* Treasurer Larry Brown reported that we are at 60% of expected income for the year and 66% for 
expenditures, on track for this point in the fiscal year (7/1-6/30) 
* Beth Basler has accepted the appointment by Cabinet to the Board of Deacons. 
* Trustees are talking to Mass Save regarding replacing lights and light fixtures in the Fellowship Hall 
and the kitchen. They are also reviewing the possibilities and needs of repairs to the front of the 
church. 
* A housing allowance was approved for Rev. Beth, as she has informed us that it is her intention to 
move out of the parsonage later this year. 
* Important upcoming dates on the Christian Ed calendar include March 5, movie outing to see “The 
Shack”; May 6, visit to Heifer farm in Rutland, MA; May 19, men’s retreat. CE is also working on a 
calendar in the fellowship hall for all church-related events. 
* The choir is holding a music retreat this Saturday, at the church 
* Growth Committee is working with the town Little League to provide a sponsor banner on behalf of 
the church for this coming baseball season; Dine with 9 will be starting up again soon; work is 
continuing on signing up more greeters. 
* The Women’s Guild recently hosted an auction and raised money for their Angel Fund; they are 
delivering all of their donations to the animal shelter soon; March is the month for Women’s Guild to 
host coffee hour; John Sharland thanked the Women’s Guild for their $200 donation to the operating 
fund. 
* Mission youth requested permission to hold a 50/50 raffle and a pick-a-prize raffle during their 
Mission Supper. It was approved. 
* it was noted that the conference dues amount printed on the offering envelopes is incorrect. The 
correct amount is $20.30 per member. 
 
Next Cabinet meeting is March 15th! All are welcome! 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Nominating Committee 
 

The Nominating Committee is beginning their work to find those of you that are called to serve 
on a board or committee. Some committees are seasonal; some operate all year round. Some 
have many small projects; some have larger ones. 
    
There are many skills and talents needed to keep our church doing all that our church does. If 
you think you can make a contribution, however small, or however large, feel free to talk to 
one of this year’s Nominating Committee members. They’ll be able to find you the perfect 
niche. 
 
This year’s committee is: Deb Sorgman, Barbara Morey, Brad Barnsley, Terry Reynolds, Bill 
O’Neil, and Nancy Winter. 

 



 

 
 

 
Rev. Beth Walden Stotts 

Pastor 

 

 

There will be a congregational meeting on Sunday, March 12, immediately 

following the service. The meeting has one agenda item. 
 

Diane Sheibley, on behalf of the Cabinet, together with Gordon Brailsford, on behalf of the Board of 

Trustees, move that the members of Central Square Congregational Church UCC approve of the church 

divesting itself of the property known as the parsonage, located at 81 Union St. 

 

As you probably know, the parsonage requires much care and maintenance, as it is not a new building. And as 

much as we love the character and history that it represents for us as a church, Reverend Beth has expressed her 

intention to move out of the residence with her new husband and son by the beginning of summer.  

 

After consideration of the options that her departure offers, it is the consensus of both the Trustees and the 

Cabinet that it is in the best interest of Central Square Congregational Church to sell the property, and get out 

from under the maintenance responsibilities and cost of owning it. 

 

 

Please join us for a meeting to consider the motion noted above on March 12. 

 

If you have questions about the issue prior to the meeting, please feel free to contact Diane Sheibley at 

dianesheibley@gmail.com, or 508-207-2524. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Square Congregational Church,  

United Church of Christ 
71 Central Square 

Bridgewater, MA 02324 

(508) 697-6016 

www.csccucc.org  *  office@csccucc.com 
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*This calendar is subject to change at any time. For the most up to date calendar at all times, please visit csccucc.org. 
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Central Square Congregational Church 

United Church of Christ 

71 Central Square 

Bridgewater, MA  02324 

 

Church Administration 

Pastor: Rev. Elizabeth Walden Stotts – csccpastor@hotmail.com 

Congregational Administrator: Ellen Atherton –  office@csccucc.com 

Sexton: Rich Sullivan 

Interim Music Director: Julia Scott Carey 

Treasurer: Larry Brown   treasurer@csccucc.com 

Office telephone:  (508) 697-6016 

Website:  www.csccucc.org 
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