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From The Desk of Rev. Beth 
 

 

The struggle of making a church open and hospitable to 
all is one that has lasted for millennia. In fact, it was a 
major source of struggle for the Apostle Paul in about 17 
different letters. Thankfully, the Gospels (the books of the 
Bible which include the life of Jesus) and Epistles (the 
books of the Bible which were letters written to the early 
Christian communities) give us some helpful theological 
tenets for making worship a place where everyone can 
get a bit of what they need. 
 
This topic arises out of many conversations I’ve had 
recently about how to truly be a welcoming community. 
This welcoming includes families with young children, as 

well as people in need of hearing assistance in church while still allowing everyone to hear, focus, 
and commune with God. At one time or another people on every side have felt unwelcomed, some 
to the point of leaving church, and that is heartbreaking. Here is my best attempt at guidance on 
this difficult subject as given by scripture: 
 
1. Worship is more than words and music 
It is vital that people who come to worship be able to read and speak the prayers, sing the songs, 
enjoy the special music, and (if they don’t get put to sleep by it) hear the sermon. But all of that, 
as Paul says in 1 Corinthians 13, is but “a noisy gong or clanging cymbal” if we do not have love. 
Love in church is not just the words and prayers, but the whole experience. It is being greeted 
with a smile, having someone help you find a bathroom if you need it, being asked if you need 
help, having your concerns be remembered, giving of yourself to God and others, and being called 
by name. We cannot enter worship fully until we have engaged in a forgiving, loving exchange 
with those around us. God is present more in the people than in the words or music. Thus, if 
something happens that keeps you from being able to hear or see something, it might help to turn 
your focus to those around you, give a smile, offer a hand (without offering advice or shushing!). I 
promise God will be present in those interactions. 
 
2. Just like there are a variety of gifts, there are a variety of needs 
A famous passage from Paul is 1 Corinthians 12:14-20: Indeed, the body does not consist of one 
member but of many. If the foot were to say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the 
body’, that would not make it any less a part of the body… If the whole body were an eye, where 
would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?... If all 
were a single member, where would the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 
The shadow side of this beautiful description is that each part of the body has different needs in 
addition to its different gifts. Ears collect earwax; hands need regular washing; feet need their 
toenails trimmed. So it is that when the different members of the body come to worship, we bring 
our different needs: 
• Children tend to need a bit more movement; adults need to not have their pews kicked by 
children.  



• People for whom English is not a first language or who struggle to hear may need things 
repeated or translated in a whisper; people who struggle to stay attentive may find those 
whispers incredibly distracting.  
• People whose lives are incredibly stressful may seek peace and quiet; people who are alone all 
week may be looking forward to engaging in many ways. 
 
We all need to feel loved and accepted as one of God’s children. We all need to hear God’s 
Word, to pray, and to sing. So, how to we accommodate all these needs? With God’s help, of 
course, and a lot of grace. But here are some concrete suggestions: 
 
The general rule of worship etiquette is that I can do whatever I want during worship until what I 
do keeps another person from being able to worship.  
• If we whisper loudly, they can’t hear.  
• If we don’t stay in our seat, they can’t pay attention to the preacher.  
• If we frown at them and their children, they do not feel like God’s loved children who are 
welcome in the sanctuary.  
• A cell phone making loud noises will disrupt worship, but a cell phone used to video a song may 
be a great evangelism tool.  
• Parents can’t expect all the adults in the room to give up their need to worship to accommodate 
a disruptive child.  
• Non-parent adults can’t expect children to not be children in the sanctuary. It takes all of us 
working together to make worship worshipful for all of us. 
 
3. Engaging the other is at the heart of the Gospel 
Above all, God is in the relationships we build. A friend of mine once told me a lesson she learned 
that, when someone is being really annoying, go and sit next to them. That way, you don’t have to 
look at them, but it also helps you realize quickly how much you have in common. Alternatively, 
know what your needs are and do what you need to do to meet them in a way that doesn’t keep 
others from being able to worship. If you ever want help thinking through this in your particular 
situation, I’d love to talk about it with you!   
 
Jesus was very clear in his mission to widen the scope of God’s love beyond rules of etiquette. But 
he also encouraged people to turn all their energy to the love of God and neighbor. If we all keep 
that as our goal and work to have a forgiving heart when it goes awry, we be the welcoming 
church of Christ’s dreams. 
 
As always, I am deeply grateful to serve with you. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Rev. Beth 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Save the Dates! 
 

Sunday, September 10 is Kickoff Sunday! Join us in the Sanctuary at 10:00 AM for a special 
Worship service! During this service, we will be commissioning Krissy Cannizzo as our new 
Christian Education Superintendent, as well as welcoming Julia Scott Carey as our Minister of 
Music! 
 

Bible/Book Studies 
 

September 9, 16, & 23, we will have a Back to School Bible Study for all ages in the Fireplace 
Room at 9:00 AM! Please bring your bible. If you need a bible, please contact Rev. Beth. 
 

Saturday, December 2, 9, 16, and 23 we will have an Advent Study in the Fireplace Room at 
9:00 AM. More details to come! 
 

Saturday, February 17, 24 & every Saturday in March, we will have a Lenten Study in the 
Fireplace Room at 9:00 AM. More details to come! 

____________________________________ 
From the Board of Trustees 

 

We are always looking for ways to save the church money.   Energy efficiency gains are one way.  As a 
congregation, as individuals and as a nation, we should not underestimate energy efficiency gains as we seek 
to reduce the effects of climate change.   
 

There are 32 light bulbs in the chandeliers in the sanctuary.  Originally fitted with 60 Watt incandescent bulbs 
many, many years ago, these four chandeliers consumed 1920 watts when they were turned on.  About 15 
years ago, the incandescents were changed out to compact fluorescents.  This reduced the wattage consumed 
by about 65% to 675, but introduced the possibility of mercury gas release if any of them broke.   
 

As little as 10 years ago, researchers and scientists and engineers were on the cusp of being able to create 
white light from light emitting diodes (LED’s), while still only being able to produce a light blue hue.  But give 
Americans a challenge, and they will succeed. 
Today, our 32 light bulbs in the sanctuary are LED (60 watt equivalent) and each one consumes 8 watts.  8 X 32 
= 256 watts, down from the original 1920.  And the cost to do this?  One dollar for each bulb – on sale at Home 
Depot.  $32.   
 

Through a grant from MassSave, we were also able to economically (short payback period) replace the old and 
troublesome fluorescent lights in Fellowship Hall with LED panels.  They are much, much brighter and again, 
the energy savings is very significant, as these lights are on many more hours per week than the sanctuary 
chandeliers.   
 

We are currently seeking another grant through MassSave to replace the fluorescent lights in the first floor 
corridors and in the office with similar LED panel lights.  As always, we will look at the payback period as part 
of our decision, but we will also weigh our responsibility to the future of our and our children’s and our 
grandchildren’s planet Earth. 

 
 



2017 Golf Tournament 
 
This year's Golf Tournament raised just shy of $10,000.00! What a great fundraiser!  25% of the monies raised 
will be transferred to the food pantry account. Let me thank everyone who helped us on the committee to 
raise this money.  If you bought or sold raffle tickets, sponsored a hole or got sponsors for us, donated or got 
prizes for the raffle table, played golf or got golfers to play, worked at the Tournament, or printed form 
letters/signs or advertised, thank you! 
 
Many businesses in Bridgewater and the surrounding towns  supported our fundraiser by sponsoring a hole.  I 
would like to present a list of those sponsors so that you may support them when you need their services. 
 
KW Realty 
Yosen Associates 
Bridgewater Senior Center 
Fisher Family Dentistry PC 
Horizon for Homeless Children 
Turner Steel Company, Inc 
BSC Industries-World Class Products-Engineered Solutions 
Hapco, Inc 
Grant's Rental 
Bridgewater Savings Bank 
Bryan Blundell Custom Building 
Prophett-Chapman Cole & Gleason Funeral Home 
Barbour Corporation 
Bridgewater Pediatrics 
APA, LLC 
A&A Metro-Bill's Taxi 
Greg Paul Electrical Services 
Just Desserts Bakery 
College Town Siding & Glass LLC 
Steve's Lawn Care/Prisco's 
R.F.Serlenga Mason Contractor 
August West Chimney & Fireplace 
Precision Hydraulic, Inc 
Representative Angelo D'Emilia 
Womens Guild & Fellowship 
CSCC Board of Trustees 
CSCC Board of Deacons 
CSCC Board of Christian Education 
CSCC Board of Christian Outreach 
Gordon & Connie Brailsford 
The Sullivan Family 
 
Proud of ourselves, we are the golf committee members, 
 
Barbara I. Morey (Chair), Jack Melcher, Gail Wright, Gordon Brailsford, & Meg McDermott 
 

 



From the Board of Deacons 
 
As we head back to school and to “real life” from vacations after this turbulent summer, 
 
"Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith and 
purity, show yourself an example of those who believe.”   (Timothy 4:12) 

 

____________________________________ 
 

 
 

Chefs Needed!  
 

The Deacons are currently compiling a list of people who would be willing to make a meal for 
someone who might need one.  

 
If you can help periodically (either with cooking and/or delivery of meals), please contact Deb 

Sorgman at debsorgman@gmail.com. 

____________________________________ 
 

 
 

ATTENTION BOARD AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 

Here we are again – September! Although Cabinet has taken the summer off from having 
regular meetings, please plan on attending the first Cabinet meeting of the new year on 
WEDNESDAY, SEPT 20, at 7pm. It is crucial that all boards and committees be represented, 
and meetings are open to anyone and everyone that wants to know more about what’s going 
on at CSCC. See you there! –Diane Sheibley, CSCC Moderator 



From the Board of Outreach 
 

Urgent: Hurricane Harvey Relief 
  
As events continue to unfold in Texas, we are asking our fellow church members to donate to the relief effort. Outreach 
will be holding special collections throughout the month of September, as we expect the devastation to be extensive. 
Whatever contributions you make will be matched by the Outreach Committee. As we hold our neighbors in Texas in our 
prayers and our hearts, please join us in sending them the financial support they are in need of right now.   
Monies collected by Outreach will be sent to Heart to Heart International, whose mission is to strengthen communities 
through improving health access, providing humanitarian development and administering crisis relief worldwide. 
www.hearttoheart.org 
  
Some other great charities working to provide relief: 
  
UCC Disaster Relief 
www.ucc.org 
  
Austin Pets Alive – A no kill animal shelter transporting and caring for pets in affected areas in Texas. 
www.austinpetsalive.org 
  
Salvation Army Emergency Disaster Services 
1-800-SAL-ARMY 
www.helpsalvationarmy.org 
  
Before you donate, please check! Unfortunately, some people choose to profit during times of despair. You can make 
sure your money is going where you intend by logging onto the following sites: 
  
www.charitynavigator.org 
  
www.charitywatch.org 
  
The Outreach Committee will always vet an organization prior to asking for your support. Thank you!  
  
In service, 
  
Outreach 

 
__________________________________________________________ 

 

Town Clean Up Day 
Our town's next clean up is Sunday, September 17th from 1-4pm. We will meet at 
the common at 1pm. Please bring a pair of gloves and a refillable water container. 
Call, text or email Andrea Joseph with any questions at 617-645-9757 or 
andreajoseph27@gmail.com. 

 
 

http://www.hearttoheart.org/
http://www.ucc.org/
http://www.austinpetsalive.org/
http://www.helpsalvationarmy.org/
http://www.charitynavigator.org/
http://www.charitywatch.org/
mailto:andreajoseph27@gmail.com


News from Growth 
 
 
Greeters Needed! 
As always, we're on the hunt for friendly faces to greet people as they come in to 
the church on Sunday morning. This is a great way for the whole family to do 
something simple to help make CSCC a warm and welcoming place, and children 
make wonderful greeters! All we ask is that you arrive at church 15 - 20 minutes 
early, stand in the narthex and say hello as people come in. Be sure to introduce 
yourself to any new faces, and point newcomers upstairs, and let them know 
where the elevator & bathrooms are, if needed.  
 
Opportunity Fair September 24th  
All church committees will be setting up tables after church to let you know about 
ways you can get involved in the church. Stop by the Growth table to learn more 
about Dine With Nine, Greeting, and welcoming newcomers to our family. 
 
Autumnfest Sept. 30th 
CSCC will have a table at the Bridgewater Autumnfest on Saturday, September 
30th. We need help manning the table during the day. This is a fabulous 
opportunity to promote the great things our church has to offer, including the 
upcoming rummage sale, and fair. Please consider donating a hour or two of your 
time to hand out lollipops & flyers to passerby's. 
 
If you're interested in helping with Greeting or Autumnfest, please contact Sara 
Terpeny (saraterp@gmail.com) 

 

 
 

mailto:saraterp@gmail.com


From the Minister of Music 
 
Dear Members of the CSCC Community, 
 

I am honored and excited to begin my new position as Minister of Music at our church. It has 
been such a joy to provide music for our church for the last five years, and I am delighted to be 
assuming more of a leadership role in our community. 
 

The fall will bring the return of our choirs, both the talented adult choir and the thriving junior 
choir. Our adult choir will continue to provide a choral anthem, as well as an introit and a 
prayer response which bookend our service with different spiritual and musical messages.  
 

As we had begun to do last spring, we will continue to mix music that is more familiar to our 
congregation with music that is full of new sounds and styles.  Our hymnals and our music 
library have a wealth of music that contains the familiar comfort of tradition, and we will 
absolutely make use of the wonderful music we already have available to us. We will also 
continue to perform music that is less expected, taken from many styles, such as African folk 
music and musical theatre. It is wonderful to hear feedback from members of our 
congregation who say things such as "I've never heard jazz in church before! That was great!" 
In reality, composers from every musical genre have composed music that is about God and 
spirituality, and their voices deserve to be heard! 
 

On our kickoff Sunday, September 10th, I am excited to announce that we will be joined be a 
guest musician, the renowned operatic tenor Joshua Collier. Josh will be performing four 
different musical selections for us, including the plaintively evocative "Simple Song" from 
Leonard Bernstein's Mass. 
 

Speaking of Leonard Bernstein's Mass, we will be forming a musical version of a book club 
(called Score Club, since "score" is the technical term for a printed piece of music), and our 
first piece of music that we will be studying is Leonard Bernstein's Mass. If you wish to take 
part, you will be provided with a score and a recording of this exciting work in advance, and 
then on Sunday, November 12th, we will meet after the service to discuss the music together. 
Bernstein's work is not your typical sacred choral work - it has dramatic elements, onstage 
marching bands and rock bands, and some lyrics by Paul Simon! 
 

I would also like to let everyone know that I am always available to talk to you about how you 
envision the role of music in our church and in our spiritual lives. I love to take requests for 
pieces of music you would like to hear. And if you have any interest in joining our adult choir 
or our children's choir, please let me know!! 
 

Sincerely, 
Julia  



Women’s Guild & Fellowship 
Come Join Us!  

 
 
 

An Open Invitation to the Women of CSCC-UCC: 
 
The Women's Guild and Fellowship of CSCC will hold its first meeting of the 
2017/2018 year on Wednesday, October 4th at 6:30 PM in our Fellowship Hall. 
 
We begin each year with a pot-luck supper that is open to all women of the 
church.  All members are asked to please bring an appetizer, a salad, a main meal, 
or a dessert.   
 
If you have not been before, please come, enjoy the meal, and see what we are all 
about! The food is fabulous, the fellowship is welcoming, and we have a lot of fun 
while doing God's work of serving others in need in our church and our 
community.   
 
At the first meeting, Secret Pals will be revealed, and we will have sign-ups for 
those interested in participating in the program this year.   
 
We will also be finalizing plans for the upcoming fall Rummage Sale, one of our 
two major fundraisers.  So mark your calendars and join us on October 4th!   
 
Co-Presidents 
Gail Wright (508-697-7159) 
Lynn Pietras (508-824-0855) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Fall Rummage Sale Time! 
 

Date: The date is Saturday October 21st for the Fall Rummage Sale and Lunch sponsored by 
the WG&F of CSCC, with hours 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  This semi-annual event is our primary 
fund-raiser, allowing us to support the church, charitable organizations, and members of the 
community, both local and beyond.   
 
Help: As always, we need lot of volunteers to help with set-up, sales, and clean-up.  We look 
not only to members of the Guild, but to the congregation at large to share in their time and 
talents, as we will be sorting and arranging on Thursday, Oct 19 and Friday Oct 20, Between 
9AM and 3PM. Please contact Lynn Pietras (508-824-0855) or Gail Wright (508-697-7159) if 
you would like to help out anytime on Thursday, Friday or Saturday. 
 
Items needed:  Small furniture- footstools, small end tables, etc., Books- paperbacks only 
(please no textbooks, encyclopedias, or how to manuals), Gently used clothing, shoes, purses, 
jewelry, linens, household, items, glassware, and toys 
 
Soup and Sandwich Luncheon will also be available 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM! 
 
Items may be left at the church during regular office hours beginning Monday, Oct. 16th.  The  
church will also be open from 9 AM to 3 PM, and 5 PM to 7 PM on Thursday, Oct 19th and 
from 9 AM  to 3 PM on Friday, Oct 21st.  Adjustments may be made to those times, so be sure 
to watch for updates in September and October Bulletins and emails.   
 
Thanks so much for your support in the past as we look forward to another successful sale! 
 
Rummage Sale Committee 



News from Christian Education 
 

 
 

We are going to have an amazing year of Sunday School! Children who are K-8, will gather 
together in the upstairs classroom after the Moment For All Ages.  We will have a brief group 
discussion followed by fun activity stations led by our teachers and volunteers.  Stations could 
include science, arts & crafts, cooking and games related to our weekly lessons! The Nursery 
and connecting Pre-K classroom will be available for families and may be staffed with 
volunteers, if available. 
 
We are focusing on three objectives this year in Sunday School.  They are that each child will 
be able to connect the lessons taught to everyday life situations, that they feel they are a 
valuable and contributing member of our congregation, and that they have weekly 
opportunities to connect with all the members of our church family.  
 
Our congregation is bursting at the seams with talents and skills, needing to be shared with 
our children! We ask that everyone consider leading at least one activity this year.   

 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Krissy Cannizzo  
Sunday School Superintendent 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Classifieds 
 

 
 

 
Help Wanted! Home Health-Aide Opportunity! 

Jean Tobey is in need of a Home Health-Aide. Position would include salary, as well as room & 
board. For more information or to apply, please contact James Tobey at 508-697-1015. 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Safety Assurance for Independent Living 

(Brought to you by the Plymouth County Sheriff’s Department) 
Security, Independence, and Peace of Mind with just a FREE phone call! 

Call 800-622-4300 for more information and/or to sign up! 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Do you have a service or a job opportunity that you’d like to offer to the congregation? 

Submit your classified ad by emailing office@csccucc.com! 

mailto:office@csccucc.com


 
 

THE FAIR IS COMING! THE FAIR IS COMING! 
 
Whether you’re going to bake up a storm for the cookie walk and dessert table, knit some baby booties and 
throw blankets, or just look forward to some holiday shopping, a gourmet Beth Basler Presents lunch, and a 
delicious turkey supper, SAVE THE DATE for the Central Square annual Fair!  

 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10 AND 11! 
  
No contribution of your time and talent is too small. If you are interested in volunteering with baking, turkey 
serving, pie night, publicity, or just about any other capacity, contact one of “My Fair Ladies”: Denise Molinari 
(denmol@comcast.net, 508-279-6322), Carla Jackson (fourjacs@comcast.net, 508-279-3375), Deb Rucker 
(motherucker@gmail.com), or Diane Sheibley (diane@sheibley.net, 508-207-2524). 
 
ALSO, if you know any BR high school students who want community service hours by working at the fair, 
have them contact one of My Fair Ladies as well! Hours are flexible. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

OPPORTUNITY IS KNOCKING!! 
 
On Sunday, September 24 and Sunday, October 1, look for the various boards, committees, and groups to 
have information available on what they do and how you might participate. It’s the OPPORTUNITY FAIR!  Held 
both Sundays immediately following service in the fellowship hall. You needn’t be a board or committee 
member to make a difference – your time and your talent is a blessing no matter what your role. 
 
NOTE to board/committees/groups : please have a display ready at both of these times to show off all the cool 
stuff you do, and how you do it. Inspire volunteers to serve alongside of you in your mission! Give them the 
opportunity to show off their God-given talents in His service.  

mailto:denmol@comcast.net
mailto:fourjacs@comcast.net
mailto:motherucker@gmail.com
mailto:diane@sheibley.net


Coffee Hour Schedule for 2017 - 2018 

 
September: Growth 

October: Outreach 

November: Deacons 

December: Memorials/Stewardship 
 
January: Mission Youth 

 
February: Christian Ed 

 
March: Woman's Guild & Fellowship 

 
April: Growth 

May: Trustees 

June: Music 

July & August - volunteers (punch) 
 
* Please remember to offer a Gluten Free option for our GF friends. 
* Please label gluten free items and peanut /nut items. 
* Please be sure to always set up the coffee and snack table in the 
middle of Fellowship Hall. Thank you! 
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Central Square Congregational Church 

United Church of Christ 

71 Central Square 

Bridgewater, MA  02324 

 

Church Administration 

Pastor: Rev. Elizabeth Walden Stotts – csccpastor@hotmail.com 

Congregational Administrator: Ellen Atherton –  office@csccucc.com 

Sexton: Rich Sullivan 

Minister of Music: Julia Scott Carey 

Superintendent of Sunday School:  

Krissy Cannizzo maximus202@comcast.net 

Treasurer: Larry Brown   treasurer@csccucc.com 

Office telephone:  (508) 697-6016 

Website:  www.csccucc.org 

 

mailto:csccpastor@hotmail.com
mailto:office@csccucc.com
mailto:maximus202@comcast.net
mailto:treasurer@csccucc.com
http://www.csccucc.org/

