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We are a Christian community of people who are reaching out to our
neighbors, at home and abroad, sharing our faith and our resources.

The monthly newsletter of Central Square Congregational Church, UCC
August 2025

Steeple Sounds

A Note from the Moderator
August always feels like Advent or Lent to me. It is the time when I find myself enjoying the summer, but I start thinking

about the coming Fall and the start of the new school and church year. At the end of the last church year, we made some
really big decisions about the structure and finances of our congregation. Over and over, I heard people say that they were
willing to do whatever it took to help our church.  So we developed a robust calendar of activities designed to not only help
us raise funds for our operating budget, but to invite the community into our church, offering a soft way into our
congregation. Church doesn’t only happen from 10 -11 on Sunday mornings.

We need your help to make these events happen. We need volunteers to help make arrangements for the events. We
need help to set up and clean up. We need donations to make sure we have the supplies and materials we need. We need
help advertising and promoting the events. As we start to prepare ourselves for the upcoming year, please consider how
you can contribute.

Please look at the draft of the calendar below. If you have an idea to add or a suggestion to make, please do not
hesitate to reach out.  This is going to take the whole congregation, sharing our faith and our resources.

If you have questions, or comments, or want to volunteer to help with one or more events, please reach out to me or
to the church office, or visit the volunteer page on the website.

Anne Malmquist
CSCC Moderator
amalmquist@comcast.net

Community Meals Family/Kid-Friendly
Activities

Adult Activities

September 5 - Cookout - Hot Dogs,
Watermelon,  Corn

October 3 - Farm to Table

November 8 - Turkey Supper

December 5 - Italian Night

January 2 - Poutine Bar

February 6 - Town Pizza Competition

March 6 - Catered Dinner (Dine-in or
Take-out)

April - Holy Week

May 1 - TBD

June 5 - TBD

September 20 - Hoe Down

October 25 - A Magical Event

November 15 - Family “Paint Night”

December 20 - Afternoon Dropoff

January 17 - Bluey Trivia and Fun

February 21 - Cupcake and Cookie
Decorating

March 21 - Kid Art Show

April 18 - Afternoon Tea Party  (with
dolls?)

May 15 - Gardening Workshop

June 13 - Minecraft Event

September 26 - Cooking Demo/
Pampered Chef

October 17 - Quilting?

November 7: Fair/Pie Night

December 13 - Holiday Concert with
Julia?

January 24 - CSC C Gala

February 27 - Trivia Night

March 27 - Paint Night

April 24 - Enneagram Event

May 22 - TBD

June - TBD

This is a tentative schedule for the most part, and subject to change.
Which one would you like to be a part of?
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Coins for Kids
Church

Don’t forget to bring
your spare change for
the Coins for Kids Church
collection ! This helps to
pay for K ids Church

supplies and teaching materials.
We normally collect it on the first Sunday of the month,

but feel free to bring it on any Sunday!
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Central Square Congregational Church, UCC, of Bridgewater, Massachusetts is an open and affirming
church. No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

Remote Worship on Facebook and
YouTube

Sunday Worship will be livestreamed from the Sanctuary
at 10 a.m. on August 3 on Facebook and YouTube.

Beginning August 10, and for the remainder of the
month, worship will be held outside at the turquoise table,
in-person only, at 9am. Livestreaming will resume in
September.

Next Cabinet meeting is Wednesday,
Aug. 20, 7pm

Monthly meetings of the church leadership are held
in the Fellowship Hall. All church members are also
welcome to attend.

The Bridgewater Food Pantry, hosted and supported
by CSCC, is open Thursdays, 10am-1pm, and the first
Mondays of the month, 6-7:30pm, except holidays. All
Bridgewater residents who are in need of food are
welcome.

If you are a Bridgewater resident unable to come to
the food pantry, but are in need of food, please contact
the church office by email or phone (below) and
arrangements will be made for you.

Tue,Wed,Thu 9am-1pm

Venmo!
All types of donations to CSCC are welcome via Venmo.

Aim your phone camera below, or use the Venmo app to
send your donation to @cscc-ucc

Did you know that Venmo has fewer fees to the church
than Paypal? So if you can’t decide which one to use, choose
Venmo.
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CARING FOR OUR COMMUNITY
Do you need a meal, a call, spiritual care, or even just a

prayer or a chat? Contact the Pastor, a Deacon, the church
office, or a member of our Care Team.

To contact Rev. Beth, call the church
office at 508-697-6016 or email her
at csccpastor@hotmail.com

Deacons
Deb Sorgman –  debsorgman@gmail.com
Anne Malmquist - amalmquist@comcast.net
Cristi Ciaramitaro
Savannah Wells, Jr. Deacon
Liam O’Connell, Jr. Deacon

CSCC Care Team
Carol Chaffee
Bev Mitchell
Rev. Beth Stotts
Nina Gabel-Jorgensen

A Prayer to share!
Teach me, Father, when I pray - not to ask for more. But

       rather let me give my thanks for what is at my door.
For food and drink, for gentle rain, for sunny skies above.
For home and friends, for peace and joy.
But most of all for love.

I share this prayer with all of you in honor of Anne
Chaffee.

The Care Team
Carol Chaffee

FREE piano concert with Bridgewater
native Aaron Wonson

Aaron is a gifted pianist with music degrees from Oberlin
Conservatory and Indiana University. He is currently pursuing
his PhD at Boston University.

There will be a meet and greet with the artist following
the performance, as well as a gift basket raffle.

A free will offering will be accepted, but not required.
The donations will benefit both the artist and the church.

More details on the EVENTS page of the church website
(www.csccucc.org). See you there!

Outdoor worship begins Aug. 10 -
note the time of 9am.

Also note that these services will not
be livestreamed - they are in-person

only.

CSCC Team Leadership 2025-26
Spiritual Engagement Team Leaders:

Linda Chipman, Deb Sorgman, Eric Stotts

Congregational Team Leaders:
Carol Chaffee, Natalie Muurisepp

Property & Finance Team Leaders:
Patrick Donahue, David Hanson, John Sharland

Community Engagement Team Leaders:
Heather Ciaramitaro, Stephanie Holmgren,

Terry Reynolds
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Central Closet Thrift Shop started last month off with a
bang. July 2 was a record breaker in more ways then one —
total sales for the day were over $474! This is the largest
day we have had so far. But that's not the best part of our
day, let me explain.

A customer spotted a stroller we had for sale. When she
inquired about the price, she said it was way more than she
could afford. She was looking for one with a cup holder and
a place for her granddaughters backpack. She explained how
she has to take the toddler into Boston often for doctor
appointments and it would make her life so much easier.

While all of this is going on a young couple was checking
out a small sewing machine. When we took the sewing
machine up to the back and plugged it in, it worked perfectly.
The husband tells us he would like to purchase the stroller
for the woman with the toddler, and asked if we might be
able to let the two items go for a few dollars less. So of course
we told him absolutely. His only request was not to tell her
he was the one who purchased it. He asked us just to tell
her there had been an angel in the shop that day. There
certainly was.

In other news, we now have a new sign out front. It was
donated to the shop by Stephanie Holmgren. She also took
the time to take a photo and post it on Facebook. New
people have seen it and have stopped in, and said they never
knew we were here! Thank you Stephanie! We appreciate
any and all help from our friends. (This is also a great
reminder that sharing Thrift Shop posts on Facebook works!)

So as you can see, the Central Closet Thrift Shop does
more than raise money for the church. We help where we
can, with what we have. And thanks to your donations we
are able to do both.

August 13th is the last day to donate summer items,
and the first day to donate fall merchandise. Again we ask
everyone not to drop off your items when we are not open.
(Yes, this means you!) Thank you thank you!

Connie, Sandy, Jane, Lynn and Gail

About Jeff Chu and "Good Soil"
Jeff Chu is a writer, reporter, and editor, including Editor-

at-large at Travel+Leisure. He was a teacher in residence at
Crosspointe Church in North Carolina, and a parish associate
for storytelling and witness at the First Presbyterian Church
of Berkeley in California.

Also among his credits: Ph.D. student in theology at the
University of Stellenbosch; Minister of Word and sacrament
in the Reformed Church in America (RCA); Cook; Gardener;
Author of “Does Jesus Really Love Me?: A Gay Christian’s
Pilgrimage in Search of God in America”, and co-author, with
the late Rachel Held Evans, of the New York Times best-seller
“Wholehearted Faith” . He has also served as co-curator, with
Sarah Bessey, of Evolving Faith. He is a resident of Grand
Rapids, Michigan, where his husband and he moved in 2020.

Prior to that, while a seminarian at Princeton Theological
Seminary, he worked as a farmhand at PTS’s Farminary. Don’t
be deceived: when he got to the Farminary, a 21-acre
experiment in sustainable agriculture that doubles as the
world’s best classroom, he notes: “I didn’t know anything
about farming and I had more experience killing plants than
nurturing them. But my work there changed me. That land
taught me about the story of life, death, and new life that
God has written into creation.”

“Good Soil: The Education of an Accidental Farmhand,”
is his memoir about his time at the Farminary, and was
published earlier this year.

Our Summer book study for July/
August is the book "Good Soil"

by Jeff Chu
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Have you ever thought about joining the choir?
Our senior choir consists of volunteer singers. We sing one anthem a week, in

addition to an introit and a prayer response. We enjoy expressing our faith and
spirituality through a variety of musical styles, from Renaissance to contemporary,
spirituals to jazz. Our members have an inspiring love of music, often in addition

to sight-reading and musicianship skills, but singers of all abilities are welcome. We rehearse on Sunday mornings before
worship, performing in the worship service at 10am almost every week between Labor Day and Memorial Day. If you are
interested in joining the choir, please contact the Minister of Music, Julia Scott Carey at juliascottcarey@gmail.com or
contact the church office.

SENIOR CHOIR STARTS UP AGAIN IN SEPTEMBER
(New choir members are welcome at any time!)

Fun on the 4th of July!
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Partnership Opportunity
Recently the Community Engagement Team received an

e-mail from Gabriela Pinto.  She is a Community Sponsorship
and Engagement Specialist in the Refugee and Immigrant
Services Department at Catholic Charities Archdiocese of
Boston. She reached out to our church to partner with them
in supporting their efforts in welcoming refugees and
immigrants. They have recently resettled a few families in
our area.

These families have traveled a long way from Haiti and
were being housed in the Boston area before being rehoused
in Brockton. How can our congregation help? Their needs
are diverse, from English practice, networking to getting a
better job, to solutions for childcare. These families will
benefit from our involvement in their community by helping
provide these families with the care and resources they need
on their path towards stability and self-sufficiency.

All of the families could use some practice in speaking
English, and having someone check in on them occasionally.

More specifically in one family, a newborn needs diapers
and Dad has a job, but would like to learn a technical skill.
Another family is looking for day care. Another family just
moved into an apartment and needs furniture. In another
family, the mother is interested in doing home health aide/
CNA classes.

The families do not need a lot of attention. They are
doing fairly well but, are struggling in some areas. Many of
their needs can be taken care of over the phone.

If you are interested in helping in some way or would
just like more information please contact a member of the
Community Engagement Team, or the church office.

Heather Ciaramitaro, Stephanie Holmgren,and Terry
Reynolds

Your help is needed!
The CSCC 2025-26 budget is dependent upon significant

fundraising. But who says fundraising can't be fun?
Moderator Anne Malmquist and her team have outlined a
series of events throughout the upcoming program year that
will be both fun, and raise crucial funds. They will also create
some great opportunities to connect with each other and
our greater Bridgewater community!

But to make them happen, your help is needed. Your
role could be small or big. It might be just on the day of the
event, or in the planning stages.

For a full list of planned events (even if you’re just
curious), and how you can help, visit www.csccucc.org/time-
talent and click the link in the “fundraising” section.

Coming up next (in September): An Old-Fashioned
Cookout, and a Hoe-down/Line Dancing Event!

Contact Anne Malmquist at amalmquist@comcast.net
or the church office for more info. Please consider picking
one event that you (and maybe your family) would be willing
to help out with. Together, we can all make a difference.



Central Square Congregational Church, UCC  • August 2025
508-697-6016  •   OFFICE@CSCCUCC.COM  •   www.csccucc.org  •   www.facebook.com/csccuccbridgewaterma

Page 7

What If God Was One of Us
by Sheri Turner

And he told them this parable: The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. He thought to
himself, “What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.”

Then he said, “This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store my
surplus grain. And I’ll say to myself, ‘You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and
be merry.’”

But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what
you have prepared for yourself?”

This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God. (Luke 12:16-21)

I’ve been thinking all week about this parable. Is God
telling us here not to prepare for later? Is he telling us not to
save anything? My answer is no, I don’t believe so. What
God is telling us here is that if we hoard what we earn without
thought of others’ needs we are not doing as God asks.

There’s a song by a musician named Joan Osborne. In it,
she asks, “What if God was one of us?”
Osborne continues, “Just a stranger on a
bus, trying to make his way home….” Would
you treat God the way you treat the
strangers you see day to day?

Our values at Central Square
Congregational Church, UCC, declare: “We
are a Christian community of people who
are reaching out to our neighbors, at home
and abroad, sharing our faith and our resources.” What does
that statement mean to you?

To me, that statement means that we are part of a larger
community. A community with diverse people with diverse
needs. As God’s people we are charged with helping that
diverse community. Some of those people will be people
we can relate to, like and even perhaps love. Others may be
people who we may find hard to understand, people who

offend us and even people that we may not like. God doesn’t
make those distinctions when communicating with us about
what his expectations are about how we are to interact with
one another.

I think God is trying to teach us the importance of a
generous heart in a community. It’s only with generous

hearts that we humans will survive together.
Generosity doesn’t always mean money or
goods; sometimes making time for our sons
and daughters to share their worlds, their
perspectives and their fears whether we
believe we have time or not is generosity.
Other times it could be taking a little extra
patience to understand why someone may
have hurt you, intentionally or not. Stopping

by to chat with a neighbor that you know is lonely or
struggling can make a world of difference to them.

“There are different kinds of service but the same Lord”
(1Corinthians 12:5). The important thing here is that we all
have something to offer one another, and God wants us to
offer what we have to those in need. So what do you have
to offer?
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To find this Lectionary online, visit www.sneucc.org/Lectionary

Daily Lectionary Scripture References – August 2025 (Year C)

Fri., Aug. 1
Psalm 107:1-9, 43
Hosea 9:1-17
Ephesians 4:17-24

Sat., Aug. 2
Psalm 107:1-9, 43
Hosea 10:1-15
Mark 10:17-22

Sun., Aug. 3
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Hosea 11:1-11
Psalm 107:1-9, 43
Colossians 3:1-11; Luke 12:13-21

Mon., Aug. 4
Psalm 60
Hosea 11:12-12:14
Colossians 3:18-4:1

Tues., Aug. 5
Psalm 60
Hosea 13:1-16
Colossians 4:2-6

Wed., Aug. 6
Psalm 60
Hosea 14:1-9
Luke 12:22-31

Thurs., Aug. 7
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23
Isaiah 9:8-17
Romans 9:1-9

Fri., Aug. 8
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23
Isaiah 9:18-10:4
Acts 7:1-8

Sat., Aug. 9
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23
Isaiah 1:2-9, 21-23
Matthew 6:19-24

Sun., Aug. 10
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20; Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16; Luke 12:32-40

Mon., Aug. 11
Psalm 11; Isaiah 2:1-4
Hebrews 11:1-7

Tues., Aug. 12
Psalm 11
Isaiah 24:1-13
Hebrews 11:17-28

Wed., Aug. 13
Psalm 11
Isaiah 24:14-23
Luke 12:41-48

Thurs., Aug. 14
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19
Isaiah 2:5-11
Hebrews 10:26-31

Fri., Aug. 15
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19
Isaiah 3:1-17
Hebrews 10:32-39

Sat., Aug. 16
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19
Isaiah 3:18-4:6
Matthew 24:15-27

Sun., Aug. 17
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19
Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Luke 12:49-56

Mon., Aug. 18
Psalm 74
Isaiah 5:8-23
1 John 4:1-6

Tues., Aug. 19
Psalm 74
Isaiah 5:24-30
Acts 7:44-53

Wed., Aug. 20
Psalm 74
Isaiah 27:1-13
Luke 19:45-48

Thurs., Aug. 21
Psalm 71:1-6
Jeremiah 6:1-19
Hebrews 12:3-17

Fri., Aug. 22
Psalm 71:1-6
Jeremiah 6:20-30
Acts 17:1-9

Sat., Aug. 23
Psalm 71:1-6
Jeremiah 1:1-3, 11-19
Luke 6:1-5

Sun., Aug. 24
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6
Hebrews 12:18-29
Luke 13:10-17

Mon., Aug. 25
Psalm 10
Jeremiah 7:1-15
Hebrews 3:7-4:11

Tues., Aug. 26
Psalm 10
Jeremiah 7:16-26
Revelation 3:7-13

Wed., Aug. 27
Psalm 10
Jeremiah 7:27-34
Luke 6:6-11

Thurs., Aug. 28
Psalm 81:1, 10-16
Jeremiah 11:1-17
1 Peter 3:8-12

Fri., Aug. 29
Psalm 81:1, 10-16
Jeremiah 12:1-13
1 Peter 4:7-11

Sat., Aug. 30
Psalm 81:1, 10-16
Jeremiah 2:1-3, 14-22
Matthew 20:20-28

Sun., Aug. 31
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 2:4-13
Psalm 81:1, 10-16
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Luke 14:1, 7-14
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Central Square Congregational Church, UCC
71 Central Square
Bridgewater, MA 02324

FIRST CLASS MAIL

Amazon Shopping!
Shopping on Amazon and feeling generous? Check out the CSCC Wish List, and drop an item in your cart for us! Visit
www.csccucc.org/giving for the link to our Amazon wish list.

Central Square Congregational Church, UCC
71 Central Square

Bridgewater, MA 02324  •  www.csccucc.org

Church Administration
Pastor: Rev. Elizabeth Stotts, csccpastor@hotmail.com
Office Manager: Jennifer Foronjy,  office@csccucc.com
Sexton: Rich Sullivan
Minister of Music: Julia Scott Carey, juliascottcarey@gmail.com
Director of Video Evangelism: Paul Holmes
Treasurer:  David Sheibley,  treasurer@csccucc.com
Office telephone:  (508) 697-6016
Facebook pages: facebook.com/csccuccbridgewaterma (main page),

       facebook.com/groups/801550253194149 (youth page)
Instagram: @centralsquarechurch
Steeple Sounds submissions deadline is the 15th of the month prior to publication.




